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RESPECTED HANDLES 
-INTHE WORLD. 
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in the old west dd was 
Colts 45 caliber single action... 
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Respect has to be earned — often the hard way. With the 
kind of handles pictured above, that respect was earned over 
a long period by a lot of people who learned they could 
depend on smooth, fast action, time after time. Tough 
construction and the ability to do the best job possible are 
other criteria that add to respect — until one brand stands 
clearly apart from the others. Sam Colt's .45 Single Action 
Army, the Peacemaker, held that reputation in its field at 
the same time the products of Gustav Magenwirth were 
starting production in Urach, Germany under the name of 
Magura. Both firms have kept technological pace in their 
industries and sports, and now Magura produces the finest 
range of motorcycle handlebars and controls in the world, 
in a modern factory with automated machinery. Their ISDT 





clutch and brake levers have been the standard of the 6-Days 


for years. New Maguralloy MX Handlebars are the lightest, 


strongest FIM/AMA-/ega/ bars made. An 80 -action throttle 
is gaining fast acceptance with international riders. Their new 
‘Power Lever’ brake and clutch controls (Suggested retail: 
$70.75 ea.) are typical. Malleable alloy tougher than any 
plastic, harder to bend and break, yet super light, and with 
a blade design already copied because of its advantages; 
these are the features that will continue to earn respect for 
Magura products the world over. Get some. You'll see why ! 
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NO, VAUGHN, THIS ISN’T becoming 
“another motocross magazine.” And 
it isn’t a trials magazine and it isn’t 
an enduro magazine, and it isn’t a 
magazine about Bashing A Babushka 
250 Along The Siberian Tundra Trial. 

It’s a motorcycle magazine mostly, 
and we aim to limit ourselves to 
motorcycles designed at least in part 
to be ridden on unimproved land. 

If you like enduros and think mo- 
tocross riders should be sent over 
to Belgium forever where they be- 
long, you aren't going to like every- 
thing you read in this magazine. 


If you can't sleep at night won- 
dering about the editorial direction of 
Dirt Rider (т supposed to be the 
one to do that), listen: | wrote a 
story on Carl Cranke this issue. Carl 
is a fine fellow, doesn't talk back, 
and showers daily. He also is one 
of the most accomplished dirt riders 
in the country. He made Brad 
Lackey's OZs the fastest and most 
reliable їп the country. Carl built a 
custom trials machine from scratch 
and it's a masterpiece. He has earn- 
ed two Gold Medals in two years 
of ISDT competition. Carl has raced 
and always excelled at speedway, 
scrambles, half-mile, desert, and en- 
duros. At 25, he is second to Dick 
Mann as this country's most versatile 
rider. 

I’m 25 too—nineteen days younger 
than Carl, in fact. | sometimes wish 

| | could be as accomplished as Carl, 
and Lord knows | try. 

Last week Carl rang me and in- 
vited me to a desert race in Nevada. 
| drove the 450 miles to his house, 
then we and his fine partner Jeannie 
drove another 200 miles for the race. 
The course was two 50-mile loops. 
Carl blew everyone into the weeds, 
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bad. | had the worst race in my 


life: a parted snap connector, a 
wayward fuel line, and finally, a 
seized rear shock allowed me to 


complete only one loop. Appro- 
priately enough, Carl lapped me five 
minutes from the finish. Such are 
the differences between us. 

But we both loved the course. We 
both jabber about enduros, trials, 
skidding, motocrossing, cowtrailing, 
all this dirt bike stuff, with the 
same enthusiasm. He may be better 
at it than me, but he isn’t better 
at loving it all. 

Associate Editor Dave Schoon- 
maker is the same way. Every Sun- 
day he’s off somewhere, doing Lord- 
knows-what to some poor test bike. He 
doesn’t do this in order to get a better 
test or more entertaining article. He 
does it to feel good. Having to put 
together a magazine tends to get 
in the way of our tuning, testing, 
improving, and riding. 

In short, Dirt Rider can’t be any- 
thing other than what the editors 
are. Specialists we ain't. 


* * * 


After bragging on Carl Cranke, | 
reckon | should tell you he will be 
writing a regular column for dear 
DR. During my visits with him, | 
noticed he kept stacks of magazines 
with his eyeballs buried in at least 
one. Hmmmm, do | detect a poten- 
tial columnist?, thought l. Yes, | 
will try, said Carl. We're still hag- 
gling over details, but things will 
be smoothed over by next month. 
Carl is holding out for 10 pounds 
of Heath Bars, plus a quart bottle of 
Pepsi delivered to his door each 
morning. Negotiations ended abrupt- 


ly when we refused to carry his den- | 
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tal insurance, but resumed the next 
morning. We finally shook hands 
after settling for the Heath Bars and 
an unspecified sum towards a four- 
channel system for his Volkswagen 
camper (including a set of stereo 
headphones and 10-mile coil cord 
for his Penton). 


* 
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This month, Russ Darnell gasses 
his way into your heart with his new 
column, “MOTO XR." The photo 
comes from the license plate on his 
motor home, courtesy of the Depart- 
ment of Motor Vehicles’ kustom kar 
plate policy. The extra $25 one pays 
for custom plates goes to, accord- 
ing to the Guvner, ecological preser- 
vation. Of course, this might well 
mean the money is going to folks 
who would like to eliminate motor- 
cycles from public lands, which is 
fine with Russ since he teaches mo- 
tocross regularly at Indian Dunes. 
You crafty devil. 

| watched Russ’ school one day. 
My bike was busted but, nonetheless, 
| could even walk around the course 
much quicker by watching his tech- 
nique. Darnell was one of the first 
Americans to spend time in Europe 
learning from the Old Masters. Russ 
is now writing a book on motocross 
(to him, it's "moto-cross"), sells 
trick parts with pal Tom Volin under 
the guise of R&T Moto-Cross Ne- 
cessities, and has definite plans 
of appearing in one of those new 
nekkid-man women's magazines. You 
laugh. ... 


* * * 





Have you often wondered, “бау, 
how do the guys at Dirt Rider manage 
to get all those test bikes all over 
(Text continued on page 80) 


Athletes move! Goals are scored! 


Sports Action Watches 519.95 


featuring the new unique Action Disc sweep-second hand. 
BASKETBALL 


Ball scores through hoop. 







GOLF 


Ball makes birdie. 


FOOTBALL 


Fullback charges goal post. 




















BASEBALL 


Action disc 
is baserunner 
touching all 
bases to score 
winning run! 










Yogi Berra Says: 
“| wear the Sportime 
Baseball Watch and it's 
great. Select your own 
favorite sport and watch 


the action!" 


TENNIS 


Ball floats over net. 





SKIING 


Skier in slalom. 
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AUTO RACE 


Car circles track. 


BOWLING 


Ball scores strike. 


Order your Sportime Watch now! 

Only $19.95, plus $1.00 shipping and handling. 
Total: $20.95. 

ANTRADISE 

P.O. BOX 1334 

CANOGA PARK, CALIF. 91304 


HOCKEY 


s Puck scores goal. 









HORSE RACE 


Galloping thoroughbred. 


Full Color Dials 
Genuine Leather Strap 
Goldtone Case 

New Magnifier Crystal 
Anti-Magnetic 
Luminous Hands 
Shock Resistant 


Precision Swiss Electronically Tested Movement! 


One-Year Parts Warranty against defective 
materials or workmanship. 





Send me __ watch/es Total price $__ 
(number) 


Г] Check or money order (made out to ANTRADISE) 
enclosed. 





O Baseball О Football Г] Basketball Г] Golf 0 Tennis 
O Hockey [ Auto Race 0 Skiing 0 Bowling Г] Horse Race 


Name 





Street 





City. 





State Zip 





Signature. 





Please add applicable local sales tax. 


== We guarantee shipment within 21 days. —————- 
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Address all correspondence to EDITOR, 
DIRT RIDER Magazine, 7950 Deering 
Ave., Canoga Park, California 91304. 


You blew it! Dirt Rider was good 
with Bud Ekins—but you guys turn- 
ed it into another MX magazine. РИ 
have to go back to something else, 
| guess. Sorry. 

Vaughn M. Green 
San Bruno, California 


You're taking this too hard, Greene. 
Bud was never with DR.—ED. 


Just a note of compliment on the 
interview with Rich Thorwaldson and 
Mike Runyard in the November 1973 
issue. Both men represent them- 
selves, their sponsors, and their sport 
very well. 

It's entirely refreshing to read ап 
interview where there is intelligence 
and thought, instead of jive-talk that 
doesn’t make much sense, or “иһ- 
huhs” that contribute nothing. 

Here’s hoping there are more men 
and interviews like them. 

Mike B. Sellers 
Naples, Florida 


Woofies? 
Larry Burford 
Mt. Vernon, Texas 


Yes, woofies. Another Male Chauvin- 
ist Pig colloquialism, synonymous 
to "chick," "fox," and “tootsie.” 
Alternative: "girls."—ED. 


Boy, did you guys blow it. Referring 
to the article “Honda 250 vs. Honda 
250.” It seems that someone does 
not really know the difference be- 
tween the XL250 and the MT250, as 
in the November issue. You switched 
the photos of the captioned machines 
and specifications. That is, the XL250 
title is listed over the MT250 specs, 
and vice versa. 

Not that | should present myself 
as a Honda rider at this time, but 
| was once. | thought you should 
straighten this out. 

Jerry Martin 
Portland, Oregon 


If you're so observant, why didn't 
you notice something fishy about the 
Honda 125 test?—ED. 


| was glad to see Dr. Bengt Gassit 
start writing columns for your maga- 
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zine. At first | thought it was a put- 
on, a guy with a name like that work- 
ing for a motorcycle magazine, but 
my wife says he really exists. Then 
she whipped out some old issues 
of "Colliers" to prove it. Dr. Gassit 
wasn't the Knobby Editor, like you 
said. He was officially listed as Cow- 
trail Consultant, and only for the last 
three issues. He seems to be kiss 
of death for every magazine he 
works for. 
Bernard Dundoff 
Youngstown, Ohio 


I’m not a motorbiker, but | couldn't 


help but notice that you have an old: 


friend, Dr. Bengt Yuaza Gassit, work- 
ing as a regular columnist in your 
magazine. It's been some time since 
l've seen the old Doc, and | must 
admit we had some good times out- 
side the office. But, please, take 
a few hints to heart when doing 
business with the old coot. 

Don't leave personal things lying 
around. 

When you go to lunch with him 
and plan to buy, don't tell him until 
after he's finished. 

If you go riding with him, watch 
for that little black bag—he always 
carries it with him, and will not 
show anyone what's inside. 

If he calls you late at night and 
asks you to come over “‘to talk over 
some important business," don't go 
alone. 

And never, ever, let him borrow 
a powerful motorcycle for a few 
days. He'll say he wants to “tinker” 
with it, but the last time he “tinker- 
ed" with a motorcycle around here, 
the damn thing lit off and rode itself 
up and down the escalators of our 
office building, down several cor- 
ridors, doing wheelie stands and 
skidding around, and no one was 
riding the bike, although there was 
his little black bag strapped to the 
gas tank, and that was it. The motor- 
bike tried to run me over, but | 
ducked under my desk just in time 
as it hit my chair, flipped end over 
end and went clean through my plate 
glass window only to plunge eight 
stories down onto Fifth Avenue, 
where it landed smack dab on top 
of a Weber's Bread truck. 





Needless to say, that was the end 
of my association with Dr. Gassit, 
and my magazine didn't last much 
longer afterward. 

N. Cousins 
New York, New York 


Dr. Gassit, although feeling much 
maligned (not to mention having 
his feelings hurt), replies to both 
letters: "These accusations are based 
on a common fallacy, namely, just 
because two events happen in a 
sequence does not mean they are 
related. As my Teutonic forefathers 
used to say, “Ic draghe de mutse 
clutse.” The doctor then adds, “1 
suppose they both have a point.... 
but tell them to take a flying leap, 
anyway.” —ED. 


If you are interested, you should 
know that our archaeological expe- 
dition has uncovered what we believe 
to be the most primitive means of 
motorized transportation known to 
man. Pm writing you because it 
bears an uncanny resemblance to the 
present-day dirt bike. 

The frame is “monocoque” in that 
it has been hollowed out of a tree 
trunk. Both wheels, placed on a 
single track like today's motorcycles, 
are carved from lightweight porous 
lava rock with high and low spots 
("knobbies"). There is no steering 
head; judging from the looks of the 
front wheel, the nomads who rode 
this thing (about 20,000 years ago) 
turned it by bouncing off of large 
rocks and tree stumps. 

It is heavy, of course, but pulley- 
like affairs are attached to both the 
rear wheel and a unique recipro- 
cating device, a rather crude rendi- 
tion of today's steam engine. We 
believe the power came by directly 
coupling the "engine" to nearby 
volcanoes, judging from the miles of 
bamboo shoots we have found laid 
end-to-end. 

Most interesting are the primitive 
scrawlings we have deciphered in 
the area where the gas tank normally 
goes. It translates to "victor." 


Dr. Dean "Bud" Slocum 
Absorbine Junior College 
Riley, lowa 





DOES YOUR 
SCOOT FREE 
YOUR SOUL? 


Yep. You know there’s nothing like a quick flash through the toolies to clean 
out your head. Just you and your bike, taking on Ma Nature’s finest. 













But your bike is a mere machine, alas, and is subject to any number of 
potential failures. That’s why you read DIRT RIDER—you can depend on us to 
give you the inside information on meticulous preparation, clever riding tips, 
money-saving hints, and friendly advice on which motorcycle to buy in the 
first place. 


LET DIRT RIDER FREE YOUR SCOOT 


If you enjoy your bike, add a dollar’s worth of DIRT RIDER every month to 
make it twice as enjoyable. At your newsstand, or fill out the money-saving 
coupon below. (See? We've already put some in your pocket.) 








Special introductory rate . . . $9.95 . . . 1 year (12 issues). 


Gentlemen: | have enclosed $............ and wish to subscribe to 
DIRT RIDER for one year. 


DIRT RIDER Magazine, 7950 Deering Ave., Canoga Park, Calif. 91304 










O Please bill me. Signature ............................. 


| am the once proud owner of a 
CZ400 which is doing its level best 
to make me regret ever buying it. 
The thing is driving me out of mind. 

Here’s what it does: it kick starts, 
runs, and then cuts out. Sometimes 
it will run for minutes before it 
does its number. Again, sometimes it 
will start right back up again, and 
then die again. Again and again. 
| bought the bike and then moved 
far from genuinely skilled assistance 
assuming that the trusty CZ would 
cause me no woe. Any suggestions? 

George Quillen 
Silt, Colorado 


Sure, l've always got suggestions. 
If the engine doesn't burble or load 
up, your ignition is probably phased 
correctly, and that pesky crank seal 
is most likely still doing its job. 
Here's a Czechy fluke that happens 
every now and then: sometimes the 
rubbing block on the points cracks 
and folds over, momentarily eliminat- 
ing point gap. Then it will flop back 
in place and hang there. When the 
motor dies, the piston usually falls 
back from top dead center as a last 
lunge and draws the block back up- 
right, thus disguising the problem. 
Try that. 


A glance into the shop at my local 
dealer the other day allowed me to 
witness something to cause me 
alarm. The mechanic was installing 
a spark plug with a torque wrench. 
| never assumed that it mattered 
that much. First of all, does it matter 
that much? And second, should | 
do it without a torque wrench? 

Dan Mittleton 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 


Yes, it does matter how tight your 
spark plug is. It has to be tight 
enough to crush the sealing washer 
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and loose enough to not strip alumi- 
num threads. Here's how to do it 
"sans" torquing wrench. Use a 36 
drive ratchet with no more than 10 
inches of length. Once you get the 
thing well started with your fingers 
(that prevents cross-threading), apply 
your wrench. Do not grab it with your 
fist but lay three fingers across it. 
Now pull on the handle of the wrench 
with those three fingers. That will be 
tight enough. A good way to tell is 
by how it comes out. If you con- 
tinually bark your knuckles, you're 
either very clumsy or your plug is 
too tight. 


Ever since Vernon, my husband, 
started riding motorcycles again (he 
used to ride motorcycles for the 
police long ago, until he lost control 
one day and about put that chalk 
stick clean through himself—it's a 
good thing that motorcycles had three 
wheels then, or he would have fallen 
down) and we both enjoy it very 
much. Instead of watching football 
every Sunday, he's out with his 
friends spinning do-nuts out in the 
woods, so | can watch Wild Kingdom. 

He's out in the woods right now, 
as a matter of fact, but I’m worried 
about when he comes home. He al- 
ways manages to hurt his ankle or 
feet while none of his friends have 
any trouble at all. He has expensive 
boots. All that motorcycle riding 
stuff is expensive. But he still limps, 
week after week. Maybe you can 
help. Please? 

Maxine McCourt 
Castle Shannon, Philadelphia 


Your hubby is obviously suffering 
from a malady known among mem- 
bers of the fraternity as "pedis ren- 
dis." What happens is that the rider's 
feet are pointed outward on the foot- 





pegs rather than being tucked 
against the engine cases. This usual- 
ly happens through inexperience (ob- 
viously not the case with your Ver- 
non), natural bow-leggedness (pos- 
sible, considering what he used to 
ride), or footpegs that make ones 
feet go that way (also possible, if 
he runs into things frequently). The 
solution is to concentrate in keep- 
ing the feet and knees in close 
harmony with the bike. Let the crash 
bars do the bashing. 


My 350 Kawasaki F-5 has got the 
stumbles. It doesn't run strongly, 
smokes a lot, and the plug never 
seems to burn cleanly. l've tried hot- 
ter plugs, leaner jets, and synthetic 
oil, all to no avail. | know that some 
of the early F-5s had problems, but 
mine ran fine for quite a few miles. 
This has been my first complaint 
about the motor. Neither myself nor 
my friends have been able to figure 
out the problem. Im frustrated and 
more than a little curious. 

John Pletcher 
Foot, Arkansas 


Chances are that your F-5 has a 
leaky rotary valve O-ring, allowing 
transmission oil to make its way into 
the crankcases. Your symptoms fit 
quite well. It’s really not an enor- 
mous problem. By pulling the car- 
buretor and the right side case, you 
can get right to it. Six screws hold 
a cover over the rotary valve, and 
on the outer edge of the cover is an 
O-ring. Replace it. Atta boy. 


You guys always say “buy new 
this" or "buy new that" to cure a 
problem. You magazines always do 
it. My rear shocks wouldn't work 
anymore, so | bought some new 
shocks (Konis) to fix it. Well, it 
didn't help. Then | read | had to 
buy new springs, too. It cost an- 
other eight dollars (receipt enclosed, 
if you don’t believe me), and still 
wouldn’t work. | have a Kawasaki 
175, and | don’t care what you guys 
think about it. | like it. Answer me. 

Al Turk 
Macon, Georgia 


Rejoice, Al. The way you’re going 
now your new Konis will last for- 
ever, or at least until they rot. It’s 
a cinch they won't have to work too 
hard when the swingarm won't go 
up and down. Sounds like a fair- 
to-average near-certainty that your 
swingarm is seized right up. While 
you're ‘changing your shocks, see if 
the swingarm moves freely. If not, 
you better make appropriate amends. 
In the end your Konis won't last as 
long, but you will last much longer. e 
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The Complete Workshop That You've Always Wanted! 
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Reversible Ratchet, “1-Нап е” and Adapter. * 8-pc. %” drive Socket Wrench Set, 
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JAY NORRIS CORP., BOX 1334 CANOGA PARK CA 91304 


106 WAYS TO SAVE BIG MONE 

















YEAR AFTER YEAR! | Please rush me the following 106-PC. Professional Socket Wrench Tool Sets: | 
Nome handymanuamateur mechant, опе ИШ ere BUY WITH | O 1 Set for $12.98 + $2.00 postage, handling and insurance. l 
— here's your chance to get a whole workshop of profes- Enclosed is () check Г) money order for $ 
sional quality hand tools . . . in their own handy tote box CONFIDENCE Ñ $ І 
— all at an unbeatable low price! Equip yourself with this 30-DAY Name (Print) l 
tremendously versatile, amazingly complete outfit... and el di: e Address l 
you're ready for just about any repair job that tomes along! GUARANTEE 
1 Cy Sete а ы, E Ч, | 


JAY NORRIS cone 


O SAVE MORE! 2 Sets for $24.98 + $4.00 
| Postage, handling and insurance. © Jay Norris Corp., 1972. 
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In the SHELTON 


SOCKETODL =_= 


A whole 
toolbox at 
your 
finger-tips 


The new Socketool answers 
most all household, hobby, and 
craftsmanship needs for a really 
versatile, efficient all-in-one tool. 
The Ratchet Head makes tough 
jobs easier. And you can oper- 
ate the Socketool offset to get 
more leverage. You'll find the 
Socketool indispensable. Keep 
one in home, auto, boat, shop. 


LOOK WHAT YOU GET 


1; 


9 m = @ N 


= 


Shelton Ratchet Handle — good grip 
— sturdy 


. Straight Hex Adapter 


Offset Hex Adapter 
Five Hex Sockets Ya, Xs, 1%, Эв, Xs 
Three Square Sockets As, Ye, Ив 


. One Tool Steel Screwdriver Bit for 


Slotted Screws 


. One Tool Steel Screwdriver Bit for 


Recessed-Head Screws 


$4.95 
TAUSON PRODUCTS CO. 


Box 1334, Canoga Park, CA 91304 
Please rush me the following: 


Г] 1 Versatool for $2.98 +50¢ post- 
age and handling. 


Enclosed is Г] check Г] money order 


Name (print) 
Address 
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by Russ Darnell 


THIS COLUMN IS dedicated to all 
you rabid motocross freaks out 
there. Each month | will be answer- 
ing your questions, solving your 
problems, sliding you helpful hints 
and tuning secrets. Dave Swift says 
| will be the "Dear Abby" of Dirt 
Rider. Since this is the first time this 
column has appeared, there aren't 
any heart-rending questions in the 
'ole MOTO XR box to answer, so this 
will be an MX potpourri. 


BLISTER CONTROL—If you continu- 
ally savage your paws whilst riding 
your 400cc Superbog, there are sev- 
eral things you can do. Either get rid 
of your Superbog because it's out to 
get you anyway, or tune your hands. 
Most blisters are caused by: a.) im- 
proper bars; b.) improper grips; c.) 
dry skin; d.) wrinkly gloves; or, e.) all 
of the above. 

The way to test your bars is to sit 
on your machine comfortably with 
your eyes closed, and raise your 
hands (bar width) above your head. 
Now, let your hands drop slowly 
down onto the bars. If the bend is 
correct, your hands will drop com- 
fortably onto the grips. If you miss 
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the bars altogether, then the bars 
are too far forward. If your wrists hit 
the grips first, they are too close 
to you. The same idea applies to the 
width of the handlebars. Next, sitting: 
comfortably gripping the bars, exam- 
ine the way you are hanging on. Your 
fingers should all be touching the 
grips an equal amount. The upper 
palm (where most blisters occur) 
should be touching the grip the 
whole width of your hand. The thumb 
should be wrapped clear around the 
bar. If the pressure is uneven any- 
where along your grip, you have 
found a blister waiting to happen. 
Buy a bend that fits you, don't bend 
your bar to suit. 

Handlegrips are a personal prefer- 
ence thing. Don't get them too large. 
If you have dry skin, try using hand 
lotion. This will help prevent blisters 
by softening the skin. 

Wrinkly gloves can be helped with 
saddle soap and neats foot oil to 
soften the leather. Don't buy gloves 
too large. Gloves always stretch one 
size with wear. Saddle soap new 
gloves after the first time you wear 
them. 

Dirt and sweat 
blisters. Keep clean. 


buildup cause 


KIDNEY BELTS—To wear or not to 
wear? That is a bum question. Fol- 
lowing is a list of the pros and cons 
of gut-belt wearing. 

PRO: holds internal organs in 
place through rough stuff; protects 
midriff area from rocks spun off 
someone else's knobby; extra pad- 
ding for same area in a fall; keeps 
you warm on a cold day; hides beer 
belly and makes you look like a trim, 
tough motocrosser; helps prevent 
backache; and gives you an all- 
around sense of security. 





< 


CON: cuts lateral mobility on bike; 
keeps you warm on a warm day, 
squeezes you and cuts down on your 
breath towards the end of a long 
race. This last con is especially true 
of the elastic models. As you get 
tired, the muscles around the lung 
cavity resist the squeeze from the 
elastic belt less and less, thereby 
causing shortness of breath. Moti- 
vate, don’t asphyxiate, | always say. 


A DISCUSSION OF CLASS—What 
size bike to ride? Many racers start 
out with a machine that is too large 
for them. Typically, an absolute nov- 
ice will walk into a shop after watch- 
ing a Trans-AMA race and say, "Give 
me one of them-there big Suzukis 
like Joel what’s-his-name rides." He 
then gets a new set of leathers 
(Joel’s color), new boots, gloves, Jo- 
fa, the whole works, then trucks on 
down to his local motocross track 
to wow the fans. Later, in the recov- 
ery room, he remembers the fantas- 
tic low gear cross-up he was doing 
before the lights went out. If the 
novice scared himself bad enough, 
he will never set foot on a motor- 
cycle again. 

If, on the other hand, he realizes 
before it's too late that the machine 
was just too much for his non- 


existent talent, he may end up being 
a racer. 


(Text continued on page 78) 









MORE FROM LuJa 
MX PANTS—$34.95 ' 


Made from extremely tough and 
durable nylon-rayon blend ma- 
terial for super abrasion and 
tear resistance. Leg zippers, 2 
pockets, etc. Washable. Racing 
blue w/red white stripe. Blk 
w/red, Red w/blk, Blue/grn/ 
tan/red/yel stripes available. 
$2.00 extra. Even sizes 22-40. 


TRAIL RIDER PANTS—$28.95 ' 
14.7 oz. sanforized vat dyed 
cotton duck. Washable. Same 
style and sizes as MX pants. 
Navy blu w/red or yel stripe. 


CHEST РАОТЕСТОВ— $11.95 ' 
Same material as MX pants. 
Blu/red, blk/blu, blk/red. Also 
made from cotton duck $8.95. 
Navy blu w/red or yel. 


How to ride 


OBSERVED TRIALS 


just for fun 


160 pages/250 photos-drawings. 
Have fun at the booming sport of 
Observed Trials. This new book 
by Carl Shipman tells you how 
to get started on nearly any bike 
and develop your riding skills 
both for the fun of trials compe- 
tition and nearly any other kind 
of off-road riding that you like to 
do. Tells you how to get started, 
rules and procedures, how to or- 
ganize a club, and how to modify 
your present bike to make it bet- 
ter. Riding technique for the dif- 
ficult stuff is carefully explained 
and shown in pictures so you 
can understand it and start im- 
proving right away. An entertain- 
ing new book on a sport which 
offers challenge and lots of fun. 
Includes the Official Rules of the 
American Trials Association. $5 
postpaid (or get it from your 
dealer). 


H.P. BOOKS 


How YOU Can 
Make Your 
Motorcycle 
Run Better 


Tuning for 


PERFORMANCE 


114 pages/231 photos-drawings. 
Even if you've never done it be- 
fore, this book tells and shows 
you how to get utmost perfor- 
mance—whether you ride street 
or dirt. Details cycle carbs, igni- 
tion timing, compression and 
gearing. Charts, graphs and for- 
mulas take the mystery out of 
altitude, temperature, air den- 
sity, jet sizes, fuel/air ratios and 
much more. Shows you profes- 
sional methods for performance 
measurement and tuning with a 
RAD chart and useful record 
forms to use as you tune. 


Don't be misled by the title. Per- 
formance and good tune are as 
important to average riders as to 
racers. Some reviewers have said 
this book has too much in it. We 
don't see anything wrong with 
a book that tells it all. When 
you're doing something it helps 
a heck of a lot to understand 
it. Solves your tuning problems 
or your money back. $5.00 post- 
paid (or get it from your dealer). 


NYLON JERSEY— $10.95 
R/w/blu/gld S M L XL 
+ 506 ship. * 
KIDNEY BELT—$7.95 
+ 50¢ ship.* 
give waist size 
MOTO SOCKS—S M L $2.95 
+ 35¢ ship.* 
Iron on let. & Nos. 8" 98¢ ea. 
3" 29% ea. blk/w/r/blu/yel 


+ 256 ship." 


price includes ship/ * with 
pants—we pay ship. 


Calif. res. add 596 


Free info. All items 
satisfaction guaranteed. 


sales tax. 


Fast Service 


J&L ACCESSORIES 
210 San Jose Ave. 
*26, Dept. DR 
San Jose, Calif. 95125 
(408) 293-1831 








ow to select.ride and maintain YOUR. 


TRAIL BIKE 






How to select, ride 
& maintain YOUR 


TRAIL BIKE 


160 pages/220 photos-drawings 
tell it like it really is—details 
your dealer would give if he had 
a week to spend with you per- 
sonally. Tells and shows you ex- 
perts' tricks so you will spend 
more time riding—less time fixin’ 
—and a lot less time falling off! 
Full details what you MUST know 
to buy a new or used trail bike. 
How to learn to ride correctly 
and easily... complete how-to- 
ride series for hills, sand, mud, 
water, rough ground, rocks, 
banks, logs, pine needles, grass 
and ruts. Personal safety. What 
to wear to save your hide. How 
to keep your bike running—your- 
self: flat fixing, wheel balancing, 
which tires are best for what, 
chain care and much more. Set- 
ting up your bike for dirt riding. 
How to go camping with your 
trail bike. You just can't imagine 
how complete it is until you get 
a copy in your hands. Every page 
offers more hard facts than a 
whole magazine article. $5 post- 
paid (or get it from your dealer). 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 








Please send 

O How to ride OBSERVED TRIALS Allow 3 weeks for delivery 

О How to select, ride and maintain YOUR TRAIL BIKE Remit in US funds 

D Tuning for PERFORMANCE Arizona residents add 15c sales tax 
П All about MINIBIKES 

Enclosed is $ ($5.00 per book) O Money order O Check 
Name 

Street 

City State Zip 





H.P. Books, Box 50640, Dept.DR24 Tucson, AZ 85703 
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U.S. IMPORTER & DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES 




















BEST BIKE FORWARD... 
YOU CAN TRICK OUT YOUR BIKE 
THE SAME WAY AS WORLD GP AND 


TRANS-AMA CHAMPIONS ! YOUR 
AUTHORIZED TORSTEN HALLMAN 
RACING DEALER HAS THE PARTS 
CHOSEN BY THE PROS FOR THEIR 
RACING BIKES. HANDLEBARS AS 
DESIGNED AND USED BY TORSTEN 
HALLMAN, АКЕ JONSSON,. ROGER 
DECOSTER, BENGT ABERG, ARNE 
KRING. EACH BAR CARRIES ITS: 
DESIGNER’S AUTOGRAPH ! THOSE 
FANTASTIC BLUE NYLON CABLES 
DEMANDED FOR THROTTLE, BRAKE 
AND CLUTCH ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
MOST POPULAR MX BIKES, TOO ! 


AND TRELLEBORG TIRES — THE 
ORIGINAL EQUIPMENTON FACTORY 
RACING HUSKIES, AS WELL AS THE 

TIRE MOST CHAMPIONS CHOOSE IN 
THE $$$ RACES, WHERE IT COUNTS. 


EAST: 

1026 Riverside Drive 

Elmhurst, Illinois, X 

(312) 834-5882 

WEST: 

5345 Timken Street/Suite L 
` La Mesa, California 92041 

(714) 460-1402 - 460-6234 
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New England knows the AMA rules and 


chooses to be different 
by Paul A. Remington 








The following is an excerpt from a 
rather lengthy letter from Mr. Reming- 
ton. He lives in Franklin, Massachu- 
setts, and seems to know what he’s 
talking ‚about. 


Your advice on enduro riding and 
equipment is sometimes inappro- 
priate for New England. Our sanc- 
tioning body is NETRA (New England 
Trail Rider Association). And much 
of the operation and control of en- 
duros is through the  up-to-now 
quasi-independent New England Eu- 
duro Committee (NEEC). We have 
changed and superseded many AMA 
rules to better the sport. Variations 
are also caused by topography, 
climate, mileage and geography. 

Since nearly all the country runs 
on AMA rules, | agree you must 
describe what is current and general. 
But New England knows the AMA 
rules, and chooses to be different. 
We are either right, wrong and/or 
different. Therefore, we are the wave 
to the future, in error or exotic. 
Any which-way it should be interest- 
ing to those who enduro in a more 
conventional line. 

An example is the minimum dis- 
tance-between-checks rule for AMA 
events; that is, three miles for less 
than 100 miles, and five miles for 
100 miles or longer enduros. This 
rule leads to the advice to "bomb" 
for the first three or five miles after 
a check. New England has eliminated 
the minimum distance between- 
checks rule to avoid racing out of 
checkpoints. In New England a 
check has to be on an even minute’s 
mileage. 

The AMA time-of-arrival scoring 
system is still used occasionally in 
New England, but it has been super- 
seded by the New England Interval 
Timing System (generally known as 
"Brand X" rules) at most events. 
Again, after a check there is little 








incentive to race, because all sec- 
tions are entered on time. The only 
time that can be made up is in the 
same section where it was lost. 
Usually, the late time allowance is 
increased to 90 minutes, versus the 
60 minutes under AMA rules, but 
this isn't absolutely hard and fast. 

The use of a "route sheet" has 
been given less emphasis than would 
be done here. To tape the route 
sheet to the gas tank is unrealistic. 
The sheet will be in tatters, soggy, 
or gone before fifty miles are cover- 
ed. Also, keeping one's place is dif- 
ficult if a route sheet holder doesn't 
have the route information spooled 
in order. Little emphasis was given 
to the route sheet as a corrective for 
poor course marking, unauthorized 
arrow removal, or malicious rerout- 
ing. With a good route sheet, a rider 
should be able to ride a course even 
if the marking is wrong. 

Re: speedometers—You have em- 
phasized the wrong functions. Front 
or rear wheel drive is a minor prob- 
lem. Wheelslip does create inaccur- 
acy, but only happens in a known, 
small portion of a course. This slip- 
page happens at expected places, 
and a resetting of the speedometer at 
a given known mileage location 
straightens out the problem. A typical 
80 mile New England enduro will 
have 60 to 100 such known mileage 
spots along its way. Many enduros 
here could be ridden and won with- 
out a speedometer, but not without 
a timepiece. 

A speedo should first be accurate 
to within 596 of true. Greater accur- 
acy is a little better. Inaccuracy 
"beyond 5% will tend to disorientate 








“апа discourage the rider. The second 


useful feature of a speedometer is 
the 1/10 mile "pick" reset. A pick 
resettable speedo will correct any 
error as long as the mileage of the 
immediate position is known. 


The layout speedometer doesn't 
have any greater accuracy than any- 
one else's. Is there even a rule as 
to how inacurrate a layout speed- 
ometer can be? Also, riders get off 
course, riding instructions include 
mileage resets, etc. 

So, an enduro speedometer must 
be accurate within 596 and have 
a "pick" reset feature as a sine qua 
non. Front wheel drive is better, 
but it doesn't count for much. 

Electronic mileage computers are 
illegal for use here. The complex 
time clock conversion devices must 
be desirable for your purposes. But 
ordinary watches (wrist, pocket, rail- 
road, etc) are nearly universally 
used. The time of arrival at all 
corners on the route sheet are pre- 
entered onto the sheet. The course 
location and the time are matched. 
Rider key time is usually the time 
used. This approach requires 15-20 
minutes of route sheet preparation 
before starting one's ride. About the 
only on-course time figuring involved 
is interpolation of time-distance be- 
tween known points on the course 
and corrections for lateness at 
“Brand X" enduros. 

Some riders use time-distance 
tapes to maintain their speed aver- 
age. We have speed changes and 
mileage resets. You may do more 
of the speed change business, but 
our method works, -regardless. e 







HONDA 750 ENGINE 


A true replica of the world's most 
famous cycle engine. Works like the 
real thing. Shows valves opening and 
closing, piston cycle, flashing plugs, 
rods and crankshaft. Pre-colored 
plastic and metal. No. 8221 ..$14.50 












1918 Harley Davidson 


A scale model of the 16 hp cycle in 


a 1/16 kit with pre-colored parts. STUDIO—Box 631, Sierra Madre, Calif 91204 
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! ' 
INO: ВАВ lea a a s urka $6.00 1 E Н 
1 Please send the model indicated— ' 
p I = Honda 750 Engine ......... $14.50 1 
“=~ ' ' 
f * І «x Harley Davidson .......... 6.00 ! 
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GET GLOS 


TO THE АСТОН!!! 


At home, on the beach, anywhere! Now 
you can get 20 or 30 times closer to those 
things you never could quite see with 
this powerful, precision made telescope. 
Order now at this special low price while 
the supply last. 


20 Power—only $12.95 
30 Power—only $15.95 


Send cash, check, or money order (Ca- 
nadian customers in U.S. funds please) to: 


TELESCOPE 


P.O. BOX 1207 DEPT. H 
CANOGA PARK, CALIFORNIA 91304 


Calif. residents add:5% Sales Tax 
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by David Swift 
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OULD THAT MOST of you 

didnt get to watch Carl 

Cranke at the ISDT in Dal- 
ton last September: He rides in 20 
minutes early and Jack Penton arrives 
a few minutes afterward. Carl and Jack 
yammer boisterously while adjusting 
chains, changing tires, giving their 
250s a casual once-over with plenty 
of laughter. 

Harumph. A few feet away dour- 
faced Italians and Germans reflect on 
the day’s 200-mile ride with no more 
personality than the 13mm wrench they 
hold in their hand. Carl lives. 

If you look closely, you can sense 
Carl is tired—he should be—by the 
way his shoulders sag and motions be- 
come ever-so-slightly slow-motion. 

A friend approaches and Carl grabs 
his arm, “Heeeeyyy, how’s my main 
man?” You ask him how his body feels, 
and the answer is “Great!” 

Jeannie Cranke shakes her head and 
says in a low voice, “Poor Carl was 
sore last night—I had to rub him down 
for an hour." 

Never you mind. Carl feels per- 
fect: his bike is healthy, Special Test 
scores are up, and two days later Carl 
Cranke won his second Gold Medal 
in ISDT competition. 

Strange face, that boy. Four years 
ago I first saw Carl race at the South- 
ern California—classic Hopetown and 
his race face was unforgettable: mean 
&nasty&determination. He dismounts 
and quickly softens into that Cajun 
youthful glow. His mouth can only 
smile when relaxed. 

Fellow named Denny used to work 
where I used to work. I would write 


k He can even ride one of these crazy things. | 
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Carl’s very first professional motocross, 
Orlando, Florida. He took fifth although 
his bike came apart. 


stories and he would paste them up. 
We wasted lots of time talking motor- 
cycles and Denny was into heavy 
events like the Trask Two Days. He 
always talked about the 1972 Trask and 
he always mentioned Carl Cranke. “He 
is fast." Denny repeated. “Не is really 
fast.” Seems that Carl blew by Denny 
that one year, and Carl must have been 
boogying because Denny is no slouch. 

Denny was lucky, for two reasons. 
Carl didn’t pass him on a skinny trail, 
for if he would have, Denny would 
have been shocked when he suddenly 
heard the Cranke 130-decibel Whistle. 
Fweeeeeeep! Loud enough to shatter 
the fiberglass on the back of a helmet. 

It was also the first time Carl had 
ever ridden a Trials. “It was mine, I 
won it,” says Carl. “Then someone 
complained to the officials, ‘He can’t 
win, this is his first ride. So they 
found a 'mistake' in the scoring. I was 
second overall." 

That Trask was also Carl’s first ride 
for Penton. Fred Moxley, a 6-4, no- 
jive businessman, had just opened 
Penton West in Medford, Oregon. Carl 
had put in eight years of motorcycle 
racing in Northern California, and won 
about everything there was to win, and 
felt it was about time he had a some- 
thing better than a shop sponsor. He 
asked Moxley for support but Moxley 
didn’t quite take to this kid with hair 
down to here. 

Carl felt snubbed, so next week he 
borrowed a 125 and 250 Bultaco and 
showed up at the Oregon State Moto- 
cross Championships. Penton West was 
out in force to win the 125 title, so 
Cajun Carl made it a point to beat 
them. He won the other two classes 
to rub it in. A week later Carl had 
himself a Penton, got his Gold at 
Trask, and was named as a member of 
the United States Trophy Team shortly 
thereafter. 


Carl Cranke was born on September 
24, 1948 in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
His father was a serviceman and even- 
tually moved his family to Northern 
California. Carl had a paper route at 
12 to more-or-less be financially inde- 
pendent as a 12-year-old could be; by 
the time he was 16 he was driving a 
funky truck up and down the state 
hitting short tracks. At 17 he switched 
to scrambles, and one night at Three 
Star, a local track, he spotted this 14- 
year-old woofie. Three years later he 
married Jeannie, both sets of parents 
had to sign, however reluctantly. Carl 
and Jeannie are doing fine these days. 
"We never have a routine so it never 
gets boring," says Jeannie. She has be- 
come a fixture on the Penton team; at 
the Six Days she controlled one of 
the gas crews, making sure everyone, 
including the Italian KTM riders, left 
at the precise time while keeping nosy 


photographers, spectators, and ubiquit- 
ous John Penton out of the way. 
Jeannie Cranke can pack a lot of 
authority in her 5-foot-3 self. 

After their marriage Carl went from 
scrambles to motocross with some 
speedway thrown in for fun. He spon- 
sored Brad Lackey out of Cycle Speed, 
a shop he managed. He eventually 
gravitated to hare scrambles. By then 
he was riding for Penton and blowing 
off everyone on his 125. He got little 
mention in the papers although week- 
lies raised a big folderol when the 
Tom Brooks did similar feats in SoCal. 
The fact the papers are located in 
SoCal may bear some significance. 

Carl sometimes admits he felt the 
press was ignoring him, but never let 
it bother him. Jeannie is somewhat 


more militant about the whole thing. 

When Carl suddenly found himself 
on the Six Days team for Czecho, he 
was stoked. Then a columnist ques- 
tioned Cranke’s credentials to be a 





To have hair like tha 
team, you know he has to be good. 


Six Days rider, hinting he was a tal- 
ented motocrosser and that’s all. 

Aye, this fellow reporter almost did 
a disastrous amount of damage there. 
Not only was Carl crushed, but big 
Fred Moxley was ready to crush. “That 
about broke Carl,” recalls Fred. “You 
know what Carl told me after that 
came out? He said ‘Maybe he’s right— 
maybe I better not ride this year’.” 

At this point I’m afraid Fred must 
go unquoted. 

Carl did a 180 after the initial shock 
and like a movie hero, went on to win 
his first Gold in his first ISDT com- 
petition and his second Trial (Trask 
was the first). 


Okay. He's got two Golds in a row. 
He’s a restless punk. Where will he 
go now? He loves Pentons and wants 
to stay with International Trials; John 
Penton wants America to win the Six 
Days so bad his teeth probably hum. 
Carl wants it worse, and he knows 
the best way for our Trophy Team 
to win: Carl is telling me this as we 
drive the spectacular drop into South 
Lake Tahoe. We are going to the 
Nevada desert to cowtrail and race the 
next morning. Says Cajun Carl: 

“The reason we didn’t take second 
this year is because of a bike not being, 
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In Austria before the Czech Six Days, 
Carl checks his fresh new 125 around 
town. 
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Skiddin’ Carl (1982) gets the hole shot at Monterey, a scrambles course. 


set up right. It was stupid.” (Jeff Pen- 
ton put some silicone seal in his air 
box which came loose and fouled plugs, 
putting him on his bronze.) "Jeff just 
didn’t spend enough time on his bike. 
We need to spend a lot of time on all 
the Six Days bikes. We need one man 
who can do nothing all year but pre- 
pare a team’s bikes. One man. Every- 
thing. Don’t you think that will work?” Mz À = 
“Yup, by all means. Tell me, Carl ЎА "P EE A = 
Cranke, just who do you know that -er Al 4 A 5 
might possibly be wanting to do this E WA, ED. 
job?" Truckin’. Penton van is good for hauling Jeannie and Carl show what it's like to 
around magazine photographers. make it through another Six Days. 





Big smile from Carl. 

Sadly, it won't happen. I don't know 
if he's made John Penton an offer like 
this, but Carl thinks it won't happen. 

Question: *Do you really want this 
responsibility to make all those bikes 
perfect?" 

Bigger smile from Carl, long pause: 
“They’d be bosss.” That explains some- 


| 20 dirt rider 


thing. About two months before, I saw 


these contracts another motorcycle 
manufacturer had sent him so Carl 
would ride their bikes. The rate of pay 
was mouth-watering. When the con- 
tracts didn’t come back right away 
long-distance phone calls from the 
team manager swarmed in. Carl said 
he wasn't that interested because . . . 
the ante went up. Wrong move, no 
deal, said Carl. 

"[ was just on the edge of signing 
but I wanted them to let me help 
design bikes, maybe even let me design 
a complete one by myself. But when 
they can only think in terms of money 
I know it wouldn't work," he ex- 
plained. For that kind of money I 
would have ridden the Trial on a 
skateboard. 

From Tahoe we drove through Reno, 
then off towards Pyramid Lake. Carl 
consumes massive amounts of Pepsi's 
and Heath Bars, plus any other mun- 


chies that strike his fancy. I used to 
eat like that, but lost fifty pounds 
when I kicked the habit. All Carl has 
to show is a little roll around that 
middle that seems to come and go 
like the tide. I start munching too. 
Drat. 

Carl drives his VW camper at a 
leisurely pace. Save the fast for racing. 
Behind us is a van driven by one of 
Carl's friends, hauling a passel of mo- 
torcycles. Two days ago I was sitting 
at my desk when Carl called and in- 
vited me up to this desert race. Carl 
and Jeannie love to have small groups 
of friends over for long chats and 
music. Carl's friends are a quiet, pas- 
sive yet fun-loving group, and the 
Cranke's house is always a warm place 
to stay. Now we are one big happy 
family going to brave the wilderness 
with nothing but our bodies, bikes, 
raw nerve, and a handy assortment of 
Coleman stoves and lanterns, VW 





Kombi tent, and a fridge full of Pepsi. 

We pass through an Indian reserva- 
tion and town named Nixon, Nevada, 
and the sorrow such a name conjures 
doesn't register. 

Soon our motorcycles can be fired 
up and we can get some riding in. 
Carl and I ride side-by-side along a 
fireroad to keep the choking dust off 
each other. A turn to look at him and 
I end up staring at his 250 Penton's 
front hub. Carl continues the wheelie 
until he gets bored. 

Four of us enter a canyon with 
sheer, smooth rock walls and sand 
bottom. There's not enough room to 
pass in the corners, so Carl rides 
up the walls, sometimes as high as 
ten feet, vertical like motodrome dare- 
devils. 

It gets dark so we go back to the 
truck. while the wimminfolk whip up 
some grub. I sulk because I couldn't 
get a picture of Carl on the wall be- 
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cause I know most of you don’t believe 
me. Just you wait. 

The desert race was fun, Carl blew 
everyone into the weeds. 


Last May, at Carl's second Trask 
qualifier, I suggested he, Jack Penton, 
or Billy Uhl might be America’s best 
Trials rider. He shook his head: “Ма!- 
colm. He's the best, he's my main man. 
My number is right behind his and 
I'm going to stay with him and learn.” 
At times Malcolm would lose him 
on the Special Tests, but Carl did 
watch and Carl did learn. “То do good 
in Trials," he later said, “уоп must 
be nice to your body and be nice to 
your motorcycle. In the Special Tests, 
you must punish your body and punish 
your motorcycle." 

After the Six Days at Dalton, Carl 


discussed his ever-refining technique. 
"There were times when I felt like 
I was part of the bike. That's never 
happened to me before, but there were 
times when I melted into the bike, 
I mean I was the bike. I don't remem- 
ber doing anything but going wherever 
I wanted to go, fast. On the third day 
I wàs like that almost all day and 
I never felt tired, like I didn't even 
go anywhere. It only happened to be 
a little bit more on the other days. 
You know what? That must be how the 
Czechos do it. They all become their 
motorcycle. That's the only way they 
can be that much better than us." 

Aha! Carl is entering the final stage. 
I don't know whether he's a "genius" 
or a "natural" but watching his pro- 
gress has been fascinating. It will be dif- 
ficult from now on, since I could 
never keep him in sight for more 
than a few moments, so long as he 
rides in this transcendent stage he's 
discovered. 


Carl still says Malcolm is the best; 
he and Jeannie idolize him openly. 
How is Carl going to take it when the 
cult starts around him? e 
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Early motocross days: Carl built the 
fastest, most reliable CZs around, and 
Brad Lackey rode them. 






Motocrossing the Penton 125, and we can 2 
only assume he’s іп complete control | 
... gulp. 
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the stars know what are 


celestial COwtralling 


As we all know, the stars control our very 
destiny. Not Mom, not Gramps, not the 
not 
woofie down the street who likes to wear her 
dad's undershirt on those sunny Saturdays 
she watches you tune your motorcycle. 

Yes, the stars, 
bodies (except the 15-year-old's) decide when 
you endo, which spokes will loosen to take 
out your chain, and which event will place 
that big trophy you've been dreaming of 


scorekeeper, 


on your mantle. 


You have no control. There's nothing you 
can do about it. The following will happen 





even that 15-year-old 


planets, and other heavenly 








to you and there's nothing you can do about e = 


it. Surrender. 
Gotcha. 


PISCES (February 20-March 20) 


Jupiter is rising, so this is a good 
time to practice forging route cards. 
Machine-wise, this will be a very 
good month for you with the excep- 
tion of a single malady: bring along 
some fine emery cloth and perhaps a 
spare piston. Follow your hunches. 
Downhills will present no problems 
until late March, when you should 
watch for waterbars. Whatever you 
do, don’t lock elbows with an Aries 
—they’ll be berserking it all month. 
Must be Mars descending. That, or 
the guy’s a squid. Trials riders: Be 
overly cautious of traps that remind 
you of a girl you once knew in Pitts- 
field—neither will do you much good. 


ARIES (March 21-April 20) 


Higher-up execs at work have had 
their eyes on you, so now’s your 
chance for the big promotion you 
and the wifey have been dreaming 
of. But before you get the promotion, 
your company will put you through a 
test. Your boss, that fat slob who al- 
ways cracks, “Still alive?" every Mon- 
day morning, will suddenly appear 
next to you on the starting line. He 
will pat his paunch and say, "You 
know, l've been reading Dirt Rider 
Magazine and, by jove, this motor- 
bike racing sounds like fun! So here 
| am, heh-heh. How do you like my 
new bike? Only $1100 — not bad, 
eh?" He will be on a Yamaha Ascot 
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Scrambler. Of course, to pass the 
test, you will tell him he got gypped 
on the bike, he'd better hit up Jack 
LaLanne for a few sessions before he 
tries to stand on the pegs, and his 
choice of reading material isn't too 
red hot, either. 


TAURUS (April 21-May 21) 


As an Earth Sign, avoid teaming with 
a Water Sign unless you like mud 
runs. This is a good month to smooth 
things over with your spouse—put- 
ting your tools in the dishwasher was 
poorly timed, what with the PTA 
coming over and gagging on their 
Waverly Waters when your 13-15mm 
box end wrench was dipped from the 
punch bowl. Being impulsive will 
prove to be to your advantage on a 
motocross course. That kid who's 
been beating you: stuff a wheel un- 
der him but watch his foot. Maico 
riders: good luck if you inscribe this 
on your gas tank: “/с draghe de mut- 
se clutse" (“1 wear my cap awry”). 


GEMINI (May 22-June 21) 

Give up now. A terrible, terrible 
month ahead, you poor fellow. You 
will go over a jump, the front brake 
cable will loop over the triple clamp, 
and the front wheel will stop turn- 
ing. Someone's poorly-installed si- 
lencer will work its way into your 
combustion chamber. A small flying 
stone will strike the zipper on your 





leathers, causing a spark which will 
ignite fuel dripping on your tank. You 
will stop for a cigarette and a roc 
will carry your motorcycle into the 


sunset. Stay home on Sundays. 
Don't even work on your motorcycle 
—the handlebars will swing around 
unexpectedly and break your glasses. 
Pull the shades. Don’t even watch 
teevee—the radiation will do you in 
for sure. Just sit in the corner with 
the lights out and look forward to 
next month. Don’t even read about 
motorcycles. Paper cuts, you know. 


CANCER (June 22-July 23) 


Venus is in the Fifth House, Pluto is 
in a favorable quincunx, and Saturn 
has just done a spectacular berm 
shot off Jupiter. Look at the date on 
the steering head of your new bike. 
If it’s an Aquarius or Pisces, sell it 
right away. Even if it’s brand new, 
even if you have to take a near- 
insurmountable loss, get rid of it. 
You'll thank us in the end. For you, 
strive to be a more pleasant fellow. 
Let other guys pass you a lot, and in 
the pits say, "Gee, | thought | was 
all-out, | mean rilly gassing it, and 
there you go right by me like | was 
in reverse." Then everyone will think 
you're a real fruit, but what the hey, 
at least you were pleasant. 


LEO (July 24-August 23) 


Be wary of spectators wearing ging- 
ham shirts. If you travel far to ride, 
don't drink the water. Be fashion 
conscious; blue-and-white ISDT hel- 
mets are chic. Watch for deer. If you 
ride a motocross, do not run over 
“ап innocent-looking black critter.” 
Expect scabies and overall grumpi- 
ness. Tape this to your tank: “When 
in doubt, wind it oubt." Ha ha. If 
you ride an event over 80 miles long, 
bring along two tennis balls and a 
hockey puck. Cowtrailers will delight 
in spotting UFOs but should not 
show alarm when 7-foot Green-and- 
Black Men From Another Planet ac- 
cost them for riding lessons. Instead, 
politely refuse until they can show 
proof they will think safety, preserve 
nature, and always wear a helmet. 





VIRGO (August 24-September 23) 


A government agent claiming to rep- 
resent the Department of Trans- 
portation will take you out to lunch, 
compliment you on your well-known 
riding skills, and offer you $200 per 
day plus expenses if you help test 
dirt bikes so the DOT can establish 
"guidelines for safety, noise abate- 
ment, and pollution standards." If 
you accept, your first test will be to 
ride a BSA Victor with a shortened 
swingarm at 60 mph through whoop- 
de-doos. In fact, the Government 
agent hasn't told you the complete 
truth, and that “Impeachment With 
Honor” bumper sticker on your van 
may have something to do with the 
whole affair. 


LIBRA (September 24-October 23) 


You won't get invited to many Satur- 
day campfire parties. You plumb 
aren't much fun anymore. First, your 
suggestions of playing "Spin The 
Bottle" don't quite make it. Every- 
one's heard your 15-minute macho 
crash story, and you actually didn't 
crash, but just sort of fell over. Then, 
when it comes time for music, every- 
one wants to hear a guitar, not a 
Krummhorn. And do you have to in- 
sist on demonstrating your infallible 
one-kick starts at 11 p.m.? And final- 


ly, fer Chrissakes, air out your leath- 
ers. | mean, phew! One sure route to 
popularity is learning to talk real 
biker talk, like in the magazines. 
Learn to say, “Once under way, the 
feeling of heaviness disappears.” Or 
“Shifting was crisp and butter- 
smooth.” And, of course, “This mo- 
torcycle would make a fine addition 
to any rider's stable." 


SCORPIO (October 24-November 22) 


No sweat. The Moon is in the third 
house, sitting "round bidin’ time. Sit 
back and hold the throttle wide open 
all month. You can do no wrong; if 
you miss a turn, a rock will magical- 
ly appear and bounce you back on 
the course, picking up three posi- 
tions in the process. If you get lost, 
you will inadvertently take a 5-mile 
shortcut. You will run out of gas 
twice but both times be able to coast 
downhill for several miles, thereby 
feeling a warm glow inside for not 
contributing to the gas shortage. 
Don't you dare lay a wrench on your 
bike, either. All your nuts and bolts 
have declared a moratorium on vi- 
brating loose. If your tires seem to 
leak, they are only reducing pressure 
slightly for more traction—let them 
be. And if your scooter backfires oc- 
casionally, it's only cleaning the air 
filter. Relax. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(November 23-December 21) 


Now is a good time to make friends 
with that guy you cut off last week. 
It's no fun to have enemies trumping 
up healthy sportsman competition, 
right? Besides, we saw him the other 
day—he bought a 450 Maico, install- 
ed a 4.60 Barum in the rear, and 
plans to stay 10 feet in front of you 
for the rest of your life. 








CAPRICORN 
(December 23-January 20) 


You've been hitting the same riding 
spots over and over. Go out and find 
someplace new. Get a map of your 
state, close your eyes, wave your in- 
dex finger in the air like a magic 
wand and bring it down. Promise 
yourself you'll go riding at that spot, 
then open your eyes. Surprise! You 
get to go to downtown Ottumwa. 
Great riding there. Oscar Moriarity 
owns this vacant lot near the can- 
nery that has a gravel pit the local 
guys love. Riding down the middle 
of railroad tracks will give your sus- 
pension a terrific workout. Trials 
enthusiasts should give the steps at 
Hibbing Hardware & Grain a go. 
You'll find the best traction within 50 
miles is on a well-groomed park ad- 
jacent City Hall. You’re a taxpayer 
—use it. 





AQUARIUS (January 21-February 19) 


Your Zodiac finds Mercury in a 
friendly trine. No jive, Jack. Go buy a 
new motorcycle. Mercury is aligned 
with Mars and jetting is spot-on, so 
this narrows it down to two choices: 
a smashing new Great Leap Forward 
or the dazzling Stunn Phaser 250. 
The Stunn Phaser has a remarkable 
motor which, as the makers put it, 
“delivers lots of low-end torque 
throughout the entire range." The 
Great Leap Forward, a recent im- 
port from Red China, features a push- 
rod 700cc four-stroke single, two 
speeds, and a dog clutch. e 
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TEST: 
Yamaha 


YZ 250 


You don't learn to ride YZ. 
You either can or can't. 
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OWADAYS, manufacturers 
being at each others throats 
and all, a motocross bike 
best sit, beg, shake hands, and then 
load itself into the van to be a suc- 
cess. Panting manufacturers vie for the 
market with bludgeoning arrays of 
trickery and cute flash items. When 
it comes right down to it, the bike 
has to be either more outrageous or 
more European. 

We would now like to give Yamaha 
the First Annual Dirt Rider Award 
for Knick-Knackery for their YZ 250. 
It has one of the most impressive arrays 
of factory "works" type parts to be 
found. A 10-plus on far-outedness. 

At the same time they ran a little 
short here and there, and it stands 
out like a sore thumb on a $1600 motor- 
cycle. Unlike soggy crunchy granola, 
the YZ 250 is a motorcycle of true 
contrasts. 

It's interesting. The YZ 250 bares a 
striking resemblance to its step-brother, 
the MX 250. Yes, they both have “Yam- 
aha" scribed on their gas tanks. Be- 
yond that . . . it's easy to get the 
feeling there's a lead wall 12 inches 
thick between the places where the 
bikes were designed. They are two to- 
tally different competition machines; 
one will make a novice beam (though 
not necessarily win), and the other 
can make an expert win (though not 
necessarily beam). 

If ever the twain were to meet they 
would thoroughly dislike each other's 
bikes. The YZ has none of the docile 
(sluggish) manners of the MX. It has 
tremendous potentials: ferocious enough 
to win and ferocious enough to break 
your neck. It’s a knuckle-whitening, 
eyes-at-//1.4, toe-curling racer. If 
you're looking for thrills there's hardly 
a quicker way to get some. 

Really. the YZ 250 bares so little 
resemblance to the MX 250 in parts 
and temperament that the MX 250 
looks embarrassed to stand near it. 
Somebody ignored the poor old MX. 
Many of the parts found on the YZ 
250 are of the quality and kind that 
should be on the MX. The MX 250 
is assembled; the YZ is put together 
with a thought for must items which 
make a competitive motocrosser. 

YZ frame construction is of steel 
but the tubes are thoughtfully placed 
and of the minimum diameter that 
would still be structurally sound. The 
joints are assembled and gusseted in a 
structurally rigid manner, not neces- 
sarily a common practice. Mild steel 
has many advantages over chrome 
molybdenum steel, one of which is riot 
weight. On the YZ, frame weight has 
been minimized. In the end, one of 
mild steel's advantages may be put to 
use—its flexibility. The small tubes, 
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especially in the rear section, in no 
way resemble a roll cage. If you toss 
it hard you're likely to have some 
straightening to do. 

It might bend but until that point 
it doesn’t seem to flex. The frame is 
more rigid than Russ March’s lower 
lip. For an all-out racer lightness and 
rigidity go into Input A and the no- 
compromise frame emerges from Out- 
put B. 

Appropriately enough an alloy tank, 
hand laid fiberglass backed seat, alu- 
minum hubs and DID rims grace the 
YZ 250. Thats poundage that didn't 
happen in the right places. It's a tippy- 
toes bike for everyone astride the 
Whizzy and if the tank and seat had 
been heavy it would possess all the 


stability of a baby carriage. With steel 
rims and average hubs it's frightening 
to think. of what the YZ's suspension 


might have resorted to to shake off 


those nasty encumbrances. All those 
flash items are unusually functional. 

The motor resembles the defunct 
DT-1 in appearance and appearance 
alone. Most YZ pieces are sand cast 
and of mystery metals. Cylinder con- 
struction is aluminum all the way down 
to a very thin chrome-plated bore. 
Aluminum and chrome provide super- 
ior heat dissipation and a minimum of 
distortion from heat so tight tolerances 
can be run. Other concerns such as 
the fact that the cylinder can never 
be rebored and that chrome plating 
eventually chips are of minor concern. 
It’s best for performance so it's there. 
In addition, the cylinder, along with 
other engine components such as a 
drilled-out countershaft sprocket, con- 
tribute minutely to poundage. 

Cylinder ventilation is impressive not 
in numbers of holes but in volume. 
Big holes. Those holes are fed by a 
34mm Mikuni and a six-petal reed 





block. Lots of air, accurate reed clos- 
ing, and munch metal if one of the 
petals ever breaks loose. To make full 
use of the reed porting the back of 
the piston skirt is almost in absence. 
The piston design could leave you 
wondering if it might be a little weak. 
Answer: sure it is. We got to taking 
our fresh Whizzer apart out of curiosity 
(because it was there) and much to 
our surprise found the new piston 
sporting a huge crack. We usually take 
bikes apart after they've been run 
awhile but broke tradition for some 
reason on this one. Only the lucky 
stars of good fortune came between 
us and pop sculpture. The culprit: 
piston diameter was in the neighbor- 
hood of 5 to 8 thousandths smaller 


than the cylinder. Appropriate clear- 
ance for aluminum and chrome is 
more like 2 thousandths. Fortunately, 
the engine hadn't been forced to haul 
anything heavier around than its own 
crankshaft flywheels so the piston 
never took a sidetrip up the exhaust 
port. 

It would seem like a $1600 motor- 
cycle should have a piston which is in 
reasonable proportion to the cylinder. 
However, price isn't the prime con- 
sideration. In a works-type racer these: 
errors can be disastrous. A lesson in 
new racer setup: setting up your new 
bike means more than adjusting the 
brakes. The YZ 250 is a production 
factory racer in the same sense as 
the Yamaha roadracers. Pistons don't 
come in .010s, .020s, so on. Piston 
and cylinder fits are measured in num- 
bers more like plus .0015 or minus 
.0005. With aluminum and chrome the 
fit must be right. Thank us, Yamaha, 
for saving your motorcycle. 

Because the engine is a designed 
racer rather than a hybrid trail bike, 
lots of potential design inconveniences 
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Six reed petals and a cavern for an intake 
port. 


And this little item lets it in through the 
unskirt. The crack ran all the way across 
about a half inch up. 


have been averted. Through the trans- 
fer ports are huge, the contact surface 
between cylinder and cases is almost a 
quarter inch wide. Base gaskets will 
be much more likely to stay in place. 
The head is held down by 4 alu- 
minum nuts on 10mm studs and 4 
steel nuts on 8mm studs. No one ever 
thought about an oil pump and as a 
result the right side case is very narrow. 

The engine has all the functional 
design qualifications to be an ideal 
motocross unit, but if you want to get 
the potential out you'll have to work 
at it, like any other bike. Just in the 
top end of our bike, the base gasket 
hung into the transfer ports and the 
head gasket hung into the combustion 
chamber. Whatever your conception of 
blueprinting is, our YZ wasn't. 

Under an old DT-1 magneto cover 
(they spray-painted it black) is located 
one each electronic ignition. The fly- 
wheel on the ignition is the key to 
the YZ's mode of performance. The 
flywheel is very small and, when com- 
bined with the light crankshaft fly- 
wheels, amounts to zit flywheel effect. 
Almost everyone who threw a leg over 
the YZ stalled it on their first try. 
The flywheel is also responsible for 
the serious erosion effects the YZ can 
have on a berm. With the peaked 4.00 
Dunlop supplied on the rear of the 
Whizzy it was possible to get generous 
wheelspin from 3,000 rpm in fifth gear. 
When the YZ was being ridden prop- 
erly it would sound almost bogged 
down at contact with a berm. Engine 
rpms would then rise so rapidly that 
it sounded as if the rider had down- 
shifted. No downshifts—just wheelspin. 

Seat-of-the-pants says the YZ is 
torquey and so does the dyno. If over- 
revved to 9000 the YZ produces 20-or- 
more horsepower over a 3000 rpm 
spread. It produces over 10 foot pounds 
of torque down to 3000 rpms. As you 
will notice, the horsepower curve is 
very smooth, too. There are no lumps 
in the power curve and no lunges in 
acceleration. In addition, 27.5 peak 
countershaft horsepower is also about 
one full digit above the next most 
powerful production 250 motocrosser 
ever measured on Webco's dyno. In 
short, the power-producing part of the 
motor does its job quite adequately. 
It makes the right kind and the right 
amount of power. Whether or not you 
can handle it is a completely different 
question. We'll get to that later. 

Kind and quantity of horsepower 
delivery make five transmission ratios 
somewhat unnecessary. First gear is 
of no use except for towing SC 500s. 
Motocross starts can be performed any- 
where in second gear. In fact, you 
need to use second to cut down torque 
multiplication and  wheelspin. After 
shifting to third it would actually be 
quite convenient to skip fourth and 











just dump it right into fifth. Unfor- 
tunately, our transmission liked to help 
itself. The more hours we put on the 
bike, the more it hated shifting into 
fourth gear. It liked to do anything but. 
Once fourth was located it was also 
quite prone to locating itself to either 
3-4 neutral or 4-5 neutral. 

The situation went something like this: 
Imagine yourself accelerating smartly 
away from a slow corner in third gear. 
You are traversing a severe set of 
whoop-de-doos but still accelerating. 
It becomes time to upshift. So, with a 
deft flick of the left foot upward and 
a quick snap of the throttle said shift 
would easily be completed. Being 
aware of the tremendous burst of 
power soon to surge through the 
chassis, you pull hard on the bars and 
lean forward to brace yourself. Snick 

. and you grab a big right fistful. 
As the vibration of a piston moving at 
speeds in the neighborhood of fifteen 
thousand rpms reaches your hands, 
your navel swallows the steering head 
whole while you take a nice toothy 
bite of plastic front fender. Quite 
thoroughly unnerving. 

Other than that malady, the shifting 
was accurate and quick. Typical Yam- 
aha. But it appears that the reliability 
might not be quite typically Yamaha. 

Most Japanese motocross bikes come 
with handling characteristics that feel 
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The airbox is a fiasco when it comes time 
to remove it. 


One way to pay for lightness other than 
dollars is with cracks. 


The little flywheel on the CDI does little 
to contribute to inertia. 


YAMAHA YZ 250A 


Retail price approx: $1595 
Yamaha International 
Buena Park, California 


> ЛАНА, 
SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 
BORE/STROKE 
DISPLACEMENT 
COMPRESSION RATIO 
CLAIMED HP 
CLAIMED TORQUE 
CARBURETION 
PRIMARY DRIVE RATIO 
GEAR RATIOS 

FINAL RATIO 
LUBRICATION 





Reed valve two-stroke single 
70mm x 64mm 


22.5 ft. lbs. @ 7500 RPM 
34.5mm Mikuni 


1.79/1.41/1.17/1.00/0.86:1 
13/52 (4.00:1) 

Premix 20:1 

Premium 





COMPONENTS 








Yamaha, turned down sliders 
Yamaha Thermal Flow 

Steel double loop cradle 

Folding, spring loaded and serrated 
Conical 


SHOCKS 


Dunlop Sports Knobbies 4.00/18 and 3.00/21 


Hitachi CDI 

Pouch and brief manual 
Foam in shroud 

NGK B8EV 

Plastic 

3 plastic 

Spring loaded push button 
1 front and 2 rear 


AIR FILTER 
SPARKING PLUG 
FENDERS 
NUMBER PLATES 
KILL SWITCH 
RIM LOCKS 








DIMENSIONS 
WHEELBASE 





55.8 inches 
10.3 inches 
13 inches 
34.5 inches 
223 pounds 
45.5/54.5 
36 inches 
75 degrees 
1.8 gallons 


THROTTLE TURN 
TANK CAPACITY 





like the average numbers generated by 
CZ, Maico, Husky, Bultaco, etc. You 
know, take the wheelbases, add them 
together and divide by four. For some 
Japanese bikes it works and for others 
it doesn’t. Yamaha didn’t do that at 
all. They went out and got a Husky 
and started measuring. Some of the 
numbers they just couldn't quite be- 
lieve, so they tried a couple of their 
own. The YZ is tall and drawn in like 
a Husky, but the engine is lower. 
Hence, it works like a Husky but steers 
a little better. YZ seat height is 34.5 
inches, very tall. There's a reason why 
Yamaha YZ 250s and Huskys are tall: 
weight transfer. On a tall bike there 
is a more accentuated weight shift upon 
acceleration. Traction. That also ex- 
plains why Pierre Karsmaker's front 
wheel always seems to be a couple of 
inches off the ground. 

Even the plastic 4.00 Dunlop on 
our YZ got some really impressive 
digs. In repeated drag races the YZ 
would most often outjump a 250 
Honda. a 250 CZ and a 250 Penton 
from the hole. About 6000 rpm, sec- 
ond gear, and a dropped clutch brought 
the front wheel up about a foot and 
it leaped forward a bike length. 

After the drag race we'll have to 
admit the Whizzy had us psyched. The 
first day out we were terrified of it. 
First ride comments went something 
like this: "Ive never been so scared 
before on a bike," or "I spend all my 
time just trying to save it," or "that 
thing handles homicidally," or “I am 
thoroughly exhausted," or most com- 
mon ^I never want to ride that again." 
After five days of riding we did be- 
come used to it, and we still don't like 
it. We just didn't have any use for 
it on a motocross track. We take back 
everything we said about the DT-1. 

However, each day we went out with 
the bike we drug along an expert moto- 
crosser. We dropped him on the YZ 
and said, “You. Go ride bike. Fast. Tell 
what think." Sure enough, four out of 
four experts thought the YZ 250 was 
a wonderful competition bike. Gary 
Hymes (CZ): "It's fast and light." Russ 
Darnell (Husky) "It's like a Husky 
but turns better. I like it." Pete Maly 
(CZ): "It's quick and fast, too." Kenny 
Zahrt (Bultaco): "It's responsive to body 
English and fast." At first we were 
baffled but then we started offering 
the bike thusly, "Hey. try it, you'll 
like it." They all did. We of Stage II 
Motocross Consciousness stand our 
ground; we still don't like it. Hence, 
most of us don't have any business 
on a YZ 250. It is definitely a Stage 
III MXC expert's bike. Even an expert 
expert's bike. Incredibly quick handling 
and instant power require talented 
rather than trained reflexes. We have 
come to the assured conclusion that 
you do not learn to ride the YZ 250. 
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You either can or can't. 

So, all you experts out there in 
Reader Land, what are you getting? 
It might be a little easier to start with 
some of the things you aren't getting 
for $1595. To start off with, you aren't 
getting much in the way of suspension. 
Russ Darnell: *An expert can make 
it go very fast, but it will ruin him in 
forty minutes. Oh-h-h-h, my arches 
hurt. A great bike to practice on and 
get in shape." 

The rear Thermal-Flos are pretty 
grim. Installing Webco's new 75-pound 
springs helped, but installing S&W 
shocks helped even more. It still wasn't 
exactly wonderful (watch Care and 
Feeding of Thermal-Flo Shocks next 
month). The front forks worked ac- 
ceptably (but not wonderfully) with 
either HRL light or some experimental 
silicon fork oil. Without, they didn't. 
The aluminum hub and milled-down 
sliders are all that make them better 
than the MX series forks. 

As for servicing, you'd rather put 
in a new piston than clean the air filter. 
It takes about a half hour to pry the 
air shroud out of the frame. It's not 
really an air box, just a shroud. Mickey 
Mouse. It keeps the major portion of 
the crud out, though. 

The expansion chamber is made of 
thin high carbon steel and is supported 
at two points, the cylinder and silenc- 
er (sic). There is a spring in the mid- 
dle that does little more than fall off. 
As a result, our pipe cracked. Our 
tiniest tip welded it back together. On 
the plus, the pipe is extremely light 
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and seats to the cylinder with two O- 
rings supplying zero leakage. Very 
clever. 

The rear brake grabs too much until 
you bend the rod a little. Then it 
works pretty well, but watch out for 
cracks in the rod. The front brake is 
quite good except for one habit the 
cable has. If the cable is run through 
the loop on the number plate it will 
hook over the top of the left fork tube, 
causing disasterous results. Instant endo. 
For Yamaha MX owners: this can 
happen to you, too. Who could have 
imagined . . . 

The bars are hack-saw ready (36 
inches) and the grips are standard meat 
cleavers. Bars are personal preference 
but the grips will raise a welt on God- 
zilla's hands. There's a standard cheapo 
kill switch on the left bar. It works 
okay. The tires are, of course, junk. 
The seat is fantastic. Exceedingly tall 
but just the right padding. Funny straps 
hold down the gas tank and they work 
very well. The petcock surprised us by 
pumping like a fire hydrant. No fuel 
starvation. problems. The CDI com- 
ponents hang up under the tank where 
they are well protected but their cheap 
connectors will separate if not tended to. 

YZ frame and engine components are 
impressively compatible. For mysterious 
reasons the sum total of the parts 
makes for a YZ 250 that works well 
indeed. If only the suspension... . 


The rear end follows the front with 
such amazing obedience on rough 
ground that it must work flawlessly 


with good suspenders. In fact, the YZ 
makes a pretty fair cross country bike 
just because of its tracking abilities. 
For us novice-to-middlin’ competitors, 
it actuaHy makes a much better desert 
sled than a motocrosser because we 
don't have to turn in the desert. Turning 
may not be a trauma for experts but 
was a considerable one for us. In- 
decision would cause the front end to 
plow and the bike would require 17 
subtle corrections to negotiate a corner. 
Experts went zip in and zing out. 
Oh well. 

Hmmm. An expert bike, huh? Just 
can't help but wonder what Yamaha 
has in mind. The YZ 250 has a price 
tag that makes it and the radial Maico 
the most expensive 250 motocrossers 
going. But the people who should be 
riding them aren't looking for $1600 
racers. They're looking for sponsorships. 
How wise of them. It's the only good 
way to race a YZ 250. 

Its going to win plenty of races and 
get Yamaha's name plastered around 
quite a bit more. It's that good. But, sub- 
liminally, it’s hard to believe that the 
YZ doesnt make the MX 250 look 
kind of silly. After all, the YZ 250 is 
the kind of quality effort that could and 
should be competing with the Honda 
Elsinore. Only it doesn't. e 
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North American 
Trials — 
Championship 


Story and photos 
by Glenn Donze 





4777 2 477 Geoff Chandler is loose and beautiful; 
" : ЕЕ; someday maybe the top. 





YYYY, SWEET'EART, ya 
min' if I use some of your 
= smelly stuff then?” 
E “Naw, gwon 'elp yerself . . . . who's 
~~ there then?” 

We were knocking on doors trying 
to locate Geoff Chandler, a British Vase 
B Team rider in the ISDT at Dalton, 
Massachusetts. 

“Yeah, he s’posed to go back to 
Michigan with us to ride in a trials 
after the six «days is over, ya know, 
but so far we haven't been able to find 
him in any of the cottages." 

) There stood a tall lean grey-bearded 
dete dude, English as hell and nearly as 

; = FR wer nude, showing me the new scrape he’d 

A. j K 1 Exp En |^ V We ,J got on his shin during the second day 
55 és Va азы О А oM x Of the ISDT. “Боп” know where Geoff's 
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One steep mutha: up the hill, 180 degrees 
back down, then another 180 degrees 
backup. ` | 





stayin’ though, but I guess ’e’d still 
be up at tea in the main buildin’. 
"Thanks a bunch man, we'l find 
im up there then." Sure was neat 
rubbing elbows with the world's best. 
We drove through the gate toward the 
main building of the plush resort where 
the bulk of the foreign riders stayed 
off limits to most of us mere 
mortals, but our urgent mission to find 
the Englishman in question got us past 
the guard and into the lobby . . . couple 
hundred people here . . . lotsa languages 
floating around, a snatch of French, 
some German, Italian . . . man, these 
are the best riders in the world—that 
thought kept running through my head 
as we listened for any sign of an Eng- 
lish accent to quiz about Chandler's 
whereabouts. We wouldn't know him 
when we saw him because we’d only 
seen him on the Rickman, complete 
with helmet and all the appropriate 
riding duds for ISDT work. Guy bumps 
into me from behind while reaching 
for a paper on the desk. “Scuse”? he 
mumbles. “Ohmigod” my tongue tan- 
gles. “That guy was Joel Robert." 
“There's some Englishmen. See? Got 
the Rickman jackets. Any you guys 
Geoff Chandler?” | 
"At's "im righ’ “еге.” Finally cor- 
nered the bloke, let him know we were 
his ride to Michigan for the North 
American Trials Championship. | 





Bobby Hopkins takes The Snake. He 
earned number 4 with a broken hand. 












































Marlan Whaley skipped high school a 
couple of days for a dazzling fifth. 





FOR LANE 
LEAVITT 
THERE 
WAS NO 
DISGRACE 


“I really wan’ ta ride, ya know, but 
we’ got ta be careful ya know, 'cause. 
I can't really compete in a non-FIM 
or non-AMA event, so I hafta be a 
sorta exhibition rider. Okay?” 

After making sure it was the okay 
thing to do, so he wouldn't lose his 
ACU professional license, and after 
watching the Czechs win the Six Days, 


‚апа after making a detour to the Niag- 


ara Falls to show off a bit of America 
to a first-time visitor in the U.S., we 
got Geoff and his new Montesa mount 
together at Mt. Clemens, Michigan in 
the shop of Gene Mutter. Montesa had 
sent two machines specially for the Two 
Day Championship, one for Chandler 
and the other for Marlan Whaley, the 
young Californian super-kid. 

“Ya know, this really isn't the best 
set ир... I mean I’ve just ridden about 
700 miles in the ISDT on a pipey one- 
two-five, and then with only a couple 





Denny Rhyti didn't get his feet wet. He's 
from, uh, “Minnisota.” 








hours practice on a machine I’ve not 
set up like my own Montesa! back 
home . . ." 

"Yeah, Geoff, and I gotta warn ya, 
Lane Leavitt, he's the current champ 
of the U.S., well, of North America, 
like the NATC tells it, and he gave 
up his ride in the Six Days . . . I mean 
he was qualified and listed on the Vase 
B team and all, but he didn’t ride 
'cause he wanted ta stay in form for 
this event. Says he’s a trials rider first 
and all, so he’s gonna be sharp.” 

“I know Lane. He's ridden the Scot- 
tish Six Days, and he didn't really do 
all that well over there then, did he? 
Twenty-eighth or so wadn't it?” 

*Hey, Lane, how'd ya git all the 
holes in yer bike? How much weight 
ауа save doin’ all that drillin?" . 

“Dunno, really, but I’m not done yet. 
Lots more drilling to do.” | 

Now Lane had. already drilled just 
about everything but the gas tank, and 
he didn't miss that by an awful lot. 
Got the gas cap, at least. And brake 
stays. And chain adjusters. And cable 
adjusting nuts. Evertyhing right down 
to the cylinder fins. “Swiss steel” they 
were calling it before the Two Day 
was over. 

The event was off and running and 
the Windsor Motor Cycle (yup, it's two 
words over there in Canada) Club was 
keeping the lap tally. Leavitt’s ahead of 
Chandler for the first lap! Never would 
have thought it. Chandler’s finished 
fifth and eighth in the Scottish, and 
he’s not going to let the American can 
him up like. that. 

Everywhere you see Lane . Leavitt, 
he's as stone serious as a new puppy 
on the living-room carpet, studying and 
concentrating and keeping those feet 
up on the pegs, too. We watched 
Chandler drop a five in the snake 
section' by brushing a boundary mark- 
er hard enough to upset the styrofoam 
ball on top, and clean the section as 
pretty as you please after that. Wow, a 
five like that can mean a lot in a trials 
of this caliber. 

The snake section was neat, and 
lots of people stood right there watch- 
ing it for a couple of hours. There's 
this steep bank, maybe 12 ог 15 feet 
up, then turn inside out and come 
right back down it, then turn outside 
in, and go right back up it again. A 
real bitch! 

There’s Don Sweet, the New England 
whiz on the new Yamaha. He’d just 
switched over from Ossa two days 
before the trials. Super nice guy, up 
the bank, oops, too fast at the top, and 
he stalls the Yammie, but still in mo- 
tion he shoves over the edge of the 


Two years ago Mike Markley was rank 
novice. Today, number 3 in North 
America. | 
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A long, tiring section: climbing the wall 
and picking rocks was only part of it. 





descent. Trials bikes do not really 
bump start easily, but with a monu- 
mental effort young Sweet slams his 
butt down on the postage-stamp seat, 
gets the thing running and proceeds 
to clean the rest of the section, losing 
only the one point required to push 
over the bank. 

"How's it going, Mr. Sweet?" 

*Oh, man, really bad, I guess. I got 
lost on the last lap and missed three 
sections, and running them out of order 
got me 15 points I really could have 





done better without. I really have to 
ride good now to make up for it." 
Still smiles, though—a genuine nice 
guy, that Sweet. Number One in New 
England too, and recently the winner 
of the Canadian Championship up near 
Montreal. 

The end of the first day, and it looks 
like a point-for-point tie. “Hey Geoff, 
you and Leavitt tied it up. Whatcha 
gotta say for yourself, man?” 


“Wull, I don’ min’ it bein’ close, ya 
know, and odds are Lane won't sleep 
too good tonite. We'll see in the mornin’ 
then, whatcha say?" . 

Good attitude on that Englishman. 





Only thing is when times are computed 
we find out Chandler has a two-point 
penalty to put Leavitt out ahead, so 
the morning brings much birdies in the 
tum-tum. Gotta be far out stuff, but 
remember, Chandler can't win the 
North American Championship, no way, 
not a North American. Besides, he’s 
just a demonstration rider for Mon- 
tesa. Leavitt’s got the whole ball of 
wax sewed up (ever sew up a ball of 
wax?) as far as the title is concerned, 
and what the heck? Getting beat 
by a World Championship contender 
couldn't be too great a disgrace. 
Chandler and Leavitt stayed tied or 
nearly so for the first lap, then Geoff 





Hot trials: duck and hit the rocks at the 
same time, all on a 25-degree incline. 


hits a seven-pointer for the second, 
with Leavitt just barely off the pace 
with 9. That ties it up officially, and 
those are low, low lap scores. Twenty- 
two sections, and most of them really 
nasty stuff we'd look at and laugh, 
“На, ha, can’t even walk through there!” 
So when the Englishman hits a fan- 
tastic two point lap, that’s just too far 
out. Can’t be beat. 

Wanna bet? This California kid, this 
Lane Leavitt, this Bultaco Superstar 
rips off a clean lap. Perfect!!! Scoops 
up the gold, the champagne, the glory 
and walks off to his van and for home. 

“Well, ГИ 'ave another crack at т 
in the Scottish come Spring" laughs 
the good-natured Chandler, “Good ride 
though, bloody good ride!" 

Word gets back that Geoff Chandler 
beat everybody in the first round of 
the English Nationals, and when you 
win in the English: Nationals, you've 
gotta beat everybody — everybody — 
so whether that's more of a feather in 
Geoff's cap remains to be seen. 

Maybe we should consider it more 
of a feather in Lane Leavitt's cap. ө 


Tom Kawecki chose a 123 Cota and 
showed what the little bugger can do. 
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Pokey as all git-out, 
and probably just what a lot 
of folks are looking, for 





NE THING YOU HAVE to 

admit about the TCI25: it 

makes no pretensions at being 
anything other than a bike to diddle 
around on. There are no promises of 
wheelies over the horizon, envious 
crowds at the Dairy Queen, or a Gold 
Medal in the Six Days. It's a 125cc 
eight-speed that will sedately wander 
about anywhere you want, and that's 
that. 

One reason we asked Suzuki if we 
could test a TC125 ("TC" means it's 
a street/trail bike with a dual range 
transmission) is because, yes, it was the 
only Japanese trailbike we knew of 
that came with jin-yoo-wine knobbies. 
Born too late: this year they came 
with tried-and-screwed trials tires, like 
the rest. 

When we received the Suzuki there 
was a good deal of scrambling as to 
who could ride it first, to see who 
could be the first to dazzle onlookers 
in our parking lot with wheelies, pow- 


‚ ershifts, and other forms of obnoxious 


behavior. Testing a Japanese trailbike 
traditionally means having a bike you 
don't worry about, ride for hours on 
end with two bits worth of gas, never 
check the oil until it seizes (at which 
point you do a quick top-end job cost- 
ing $7.14 and take pictures of the 
con rod to make everyone in Reader- 
land think you were naturally interested 
in those mundane ports), and in gen- 
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Rotating handle by a sharp whack with 
heel changes gear range. Four speeds 
are widely spaced. 


Locking gas cap on slender bright orange 
tank is city safeguard. Mileage is around 
50-80 per tankful. 


Trials balonies replaced knobbies of last 
year. Frame and front forks performed 
well beyond use demands. 
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eral use it as a vehicle in which to 
vent your wrath against Mankind. They 
take incredible punishment. 

Of all the J-model 125s, the Suzuki 
might be the most durable. A friend 
rode a TS125 (the five-speed) in the 
desert for two years, and the only 
modification he made to the poor thing 
was hogging out the intake and shaving 
the piston skirt for a bit more power, 
installing knobbies and a 21-inch front 
wheel, and putting Konis in the rear. 

And adding buddy pegs. You see, 
he took his girlfriend along on every 
ride. They finished 75-mile enduros 
time and again on that TS 125, for two 
years, and the bike remained street 
legal and in the pink of health. He sold 
it with 15,000 miles on the odometer, 
most of them desert miles. 

The TC 125 is essentially the same 
as the TS mechanically, except for the 
four-speed box and Posi-Select mech- 
anism. On the left side, a different 
side cover accommodates the slightly 
wider dimensions, but nothing gets in 
the way. To Posi-Select a range, you 
move the handle. It looks like you 
grab and pull, but you actually boot 
either end with your heel. You can 
shift it any time you want, as long 
as you use the clutch. We shifted it 
without the clutch and it doesn’t seem 
to bother things much, but the giant 
rpm gap gives you a clumsy lurch. 

On page 8 of the owner’s manual, 
there is a lengthy explanation of how 
the Posi-Select works. It is a very sim- 
ple engineering solution, and a clever 
one. In "touring" range, the Posi-Select 
is not doing anything—the power goes 
from the crankshaft to layshaft to 
countershaft. When you select “power” 
gearing, the countershaft (it is actually 
two shafts which can rotate together 
or separately) splits, routes power 
through reduction pinions (thus making 
another trip through the layshaft), back 
to the other countershaft, and even- 
tually to the TC125’s ever-eager IRC 
balonie. 

The transition in overall gearing with 
the Posi-Select is, in a word, radical. 
“Radical” means "functional" in the 
dictionary, but it's radical, too—almost 
twice the gearing. In the higher range, 
first gear is about the same as third 
gear in the lower range. In low-low 
gear, the Suzuki streaks along at an 
indicated 12 mph at the modest 8000 
rpm redline. 

And the thing works, and works 
well. Not just the tranny, but the whole 
bike. Instead of having compromise 
gearing which would be too low for the 
street and/or too high for the trail, 
you can get along either place in fine 
fashion. There is a catch, however, and 
that catch is the mammoth gap between 
gears with complications caused by 


lack of low end punch. In order to 
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Excellent front forks feature three-posi- 
tioned preloading; they worked best in 
softest setting. 


Safety first: lining wear indicator does all 
it can to make TC125 stoppable. How 
many customers will take heed? 


Removing the TC125’s air cleaner: groan. 
Waterproofing is good, airproofing is al- 
most as good. Brake pedal asks for 
trouble. 
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accelerate briskly in the higher range, 
the motor must be strung out to at 
least seven grand. Its not a peaky 
motor; nay, there's an adequate amount 
of power on top and an inadequate 
amount below. 

While shaking our heads at this lazy 
booger, we decided to find out what 
happens when you take off the air 
cleaner. Among other things, you 
chuckle at the maze of baffles the air 
must negotiate before it has the honor 
of being burned. It tends to choke the 
bike. The spark arrestor is inefficient, 
too. But the bulk of the problem lies 
with the design itself: there is plenty 
of usable, reliable horsepower Suzuki 
refuses to design in for some reason. 
Maybe they have their unprecedented 
12-month/12,000-mile warranty pro- 
gram in mind. 

But the power is enough to get you 
around town, which is all you ever 
want to ask the TC to do. And thanks 
to the gearing, the power is enough to 
get you up and down those trails you 
see in the Salem commercials. Even 
with the anemic powerband, torque 


multiplication is so intense through the 
Posi-Select we could take the Suzuki 


the fork tube caps; underneath is a 
slotted head. With a screwdriver you 
can adjust the preload to three dif- 
ferent positions, although it worked 
best on the softest, the way we got it. 

At first, the rear shocks worked as 
well as the forks, producing the cozy 
ride, but ten minutes of riding will 
convert them from dampers to things 
that go up and down a lot. Same old 
story. But for cruising around on a 
sunny Sunday safternoon, they will hold 
the rear fender off the tire; in other 
words, if ridden in its proper context, 
the TC’s shocks are okay, but the frame 
and forks have far more potential. 

Here's where we had to scratch our 
heads. Suzuki equipped all their dirt 
bikes with plastic fenders last year, 
and most of them this year. Now if any 
bike is considered a dirt bike by Suzuki 
(they used to put knobbies on it, re- 
member?) the TC125 was. Aye, this 
year the TC comes with shiny steel 
fenders that don't have a memory 
when you crash. They do have sharp 
edges when you crash. And they do 
add weight. 

While every other Suzuki 125-or- 
larger dirt bike gets a 21-inch front 





up anything with a modicum of trac- 
tion. It sounds kind of funny, what with 
the motor screaming its guts out (pay 
little attention to the tach) and the bike 
barely crawling uphill. But it does 
get there. 

We let the TC125 tag along when 
we were testing the YZ Yamahas one 
day and decided we would take a few 
hot laps on a motocross course—such 
is our way of jesting at a trailbike's 
expense. After a couple of laps we 
found there wasn't much to jest about, 
as far as handling goes. Even for an 
enduro bike, the forks and frame were 
nothing to be ashamed of. which means 
for a trailbike they are excellent. The 
ТС125 (апа TSI25, presumably) is by 
far the most comfortable, plush, trust- 
able Japanese trailbike we've come 
across, with the possible exception of 
the Hodaka Wombat. 

We could bottom the forks over 
heavy jumps, as things should be, so 
the rest of the time they kept busy 
pumping up and down, absorbing 
shocks. Hoo-wee! 

Suzuki put little rubber caps over 


wheel, this one doesn't. Tsk. We would 
have had a lot more fun riding the 
sweetheart except the thing plows in 
turns and loose gravel, and makes pot- 
holes feel bigger. To a 19-inch wheel, 
potholes are bigger. 

Despite the weight bias (98 pounds 
on the front, 135 on the rear) the bike 
is difficult to manage at times when 
the front must remain light, such as 
sandgassing or going downhill. The 
street-legal junk makes the front end 
waller and crab while the undersized 
front wheel tries to burrow under- 
ground. The lack of a strong, decisive 
powerband makes it worse, but it can 
be overcome wtih careful riding. Once 
we took the thing as fast as it would 
go over the whoop-de-doos. The rear 
bottomed hard, then the TC took a 
nose dive, then the rear tries to swap 
ends, all the while our brave rider 
leaned back with the throttle cable taut. 
This went on all the way across the 
sandwash and the Suzuki never crash- 
ed, but only because the throttle wasn't 
shut off. 

A lot of folks snicker at the Suzuki 
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SUZUKI 16125 


Approx: $685 

U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp. 
13767 Freeway Drive 

Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 


SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 

BORE/STROKE 
DISPLACEMENT 
COMPRESSION RATIO 
CLAIMED TORQUE 

. CLAIMED HORSEPOWER 
CARBURETION 
PRIMARY DRIVE 

GEAR RATIOS, OVERALL 





Two-stroke, piston port single 
56mm/50mm 


9.6 ft. lbs. @ 6500 RPM 
12.7 @ 7000 RPM 

24mm  Mikuni 

Gear, 57/16 (3.56:1) 

(high) 27.04/17.16/12.14/9.49:1 
(low) 49.20/31.23/22.09/17.26:1 
13/37 (3.08:1) 

Crank Case Injection 

Regular 

Suzuki CCI 


FINAL DRIVE RATIO 
LUBRICATION 





COMPONENTS 
Suzuki, 6 inches travel 
: Suzuki, 3.5 inches travel 
Single down tube, full cradle, mild steel 
Folding, spring-loaded, rubber covered 
Full width 
Single leading shoe, front cable, rear cable 
Steel 
2.75 x 19 and 3.25 x 18 IRC trials 
DID £520 
Nippon Denso flywheel magneto 
6V battery 
Full regalia 
Tach, speedo, odometer w/pick reset 


SHOCKS 


IGNITION 
ELECTRICS 
LIGHTING 
INSTRUMENTS 


Foam in metal air box 
NGK B7HS 

1 front; 1 rear 

Steel, sparkle and shine 


AIR FILTER 
SPARKING PLUG 
RIM LOCKS 
FENDERS 

KILL SWITCH 
TURN INDICATORS 
PASSENGER PEGS 


2 right; 2 left 


DIMENSIONS 
WHEELBASE 
GROUND CLEARANCE 
PEG HEIGHT 

SEAT HEIGHT 
RUNNING WEIGHT 
WEIGHT BIAS 
HANDLEBARS 
THROTTLE TURN 

GAS TANK CAPACITY 





51.7 inches 
10.0 inches 
12.9 inches 
32.2 inches 
233 pounds 
42.196 /57.8% 
32 inches 

90 degrees 
1.8 gallons 





ads that claim there's a lot of Joel's 
bike in the tiddler you ride. Snicker 
because up until this year the produc- 
tion Suzuki motocrossers, save the TM- 
125, were frightening. Next time you 
check out a Suzuki trailbike, though, 
note that it sits like a real dirt skoot 
should. Handlebars are the right shape 
and width, pegs are in the correct 
place, the brake pedal always grips, 
the basics are commendable. That's 
where Joel came in. After that the 
faceless committees went to work, com- 
mitting errors like dangerous rubber 
footpegs (ours spun around and 
around), silly grips that discourage use 
of gloves, and of course all the Fed- 
required paraphernalia. 


Even so, the Suzuki is narrow, light- 
feeling, and comfortable standing or 
sitting. Hot tip: Suzuki motocross bars 
are very good and cost less than eight 
bucks. 


A bash plate protects the downpipe 
from dings and logs, but the motor 
is dangling out there. The lowest point 
of the pipe has a drain plug in case you 
and your Suzuki ever take a swim. 

Suzuki is having a difficult time 
getting their cable-operated rear brakes 
to function like they should. It will 
slow the bike but is not overly powerful 
and has virtually no feel. If you bend 
the brake pedal, good luck bending it 
back. 

Too, the front brake lacks feed- 
back, but not as severely. We had no 
trouble living with the brakes but can 
think of better binders nonetheless. 
New-for-74 is a lining-wear indicator 
on each hub. A stamp shows you how 
far the spline can turn before the brakes 
say bye-bye. This is better than having 
a red light flash in your face like 
some street bikes we've seen. 


Dealers have trouble moving the TC- 
125, probably because it is different. 
Having a dual-range transmission is like 
having cooties? Not so. There are many 
families who would benefit from hav- 
ing a TC hanging around—Pops could 
use it to make his beer&ciggy runs 
during the week, Mom could ride it 
around the pits at the races or tag 
along on a mellow cowtrail, and Junior 
can hit up the local Dairy Queen while 
his friends giggle. 

We originally decided to test the 
TC 125 to find out how the dual-range 
transmission concept works. It does; 
more cooperation from the powerplant 
would increase the convenience tenfold. 

But after bashing it about, we dis- 
cover Suzuki has been at least worry- 
ing about matters historically ignored 
by trailbikes from the Big Four: hand- 
ling, lightness, and comfort. Sort of 
makes it worthwhile to dig in and make 
some ponies come alive. Watch what 
we do to a TS 125 next month. e 
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IRST OF ALL, bear in mind 

we are just as confused about 

YZ/MX as you. We can 
understand the YZ250 as a completely 
different motorcycle than the MX250, 
which in part explains why the YZ250 
costs $600 more than the MX. 

' Why, then, did Yamaha chose to mar- 
ket two (count em!) 125 motocrossers 
that. are. curiously similar, especially in 
price? Reasonable explanation: The 
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MX125 is actually a respectable racér 
that can be used as a versatile play- 
” bike—cowtrailing, cross-country, and so 
on. The YZ is a full-blown no-compro- 
mise motocross racer, and isn’t much 
fun for anything else. 

Drawback to the explanation: the 





YZ125 is also a bike you can play " ж 
around on. As for motocross, it’s (sigh) BER 
“respectable.” 


The YZ costs about $120 more than 
the MX, and here’s where that money 
goes: 

—a Hitachi CDI ignition that lets 
the YZ rev like a Cox .049; 

—light, Akrontesque Takas: 
rims; à 3 

a 28mm Mikuni: instead of 
and rear; ' 

—very close-ratio gearing; 

—no Autolube (hoo-hah!); 

—a chrome-bore cylinder with hun- 
grier ports; ` 

—decent handlebars; 

—and last (but certainly most signifi- 
cant from a commercial standpoint) 
that titillating YZ aluminum gasoline 
tank complete with pukka-looking 
nylon straps, chrome rings and Velcro 
fastener. š 

To make those changes to an MX 125 
would cost many times the price dif- 






































ference, and lots of stuff would be 
left over. Seems as if the YZ would 
be a better bargain, especially when 
it comes time to resell. 

Bargain or no, our test YZ125 was 
brand-new-stone-stock-out- of-the-crate, 
so we treated it as such. We topped 
off that crafty gas tank with Bardahl 
VBA 20:1 (the factory makes no official 
recommendation) pushed the enriching 
lever, and boy, did that motorcycle ever 
fire up. Yelp! Ten thousand rpm in a 
millisecond. 

Sitting there between your legs it 
feels like a minibike if you are 5-9 
or more. Like Suzuki, Yamaha has de- 
signed a small racer for streamlined 
folks.The only effort to make a light 
motorcycle is in the aluminum tank, 
magnesium hubs (which the YZ250 
doesn't even have), and alloy rims. 
It weighs a scant 194 pounds ready to 
run, which makes it second only to 
Honda's CR125M in the petite parade. 

Now that the cursed ATMX is gone, 
we can marvel at a true mild steel moto- 
cross frame (the YZ's and MX125’s 
are identical) replete with effective 
spring-loaded pegs, good rise and shape 
to the handlebars, thin non-fatiguing 
seat of hand-laid fiberglass, and overall 
skinniness which lets you work fast 
without stumbling into things. 

We gingerly cruised around Indian 
Dune’s International Course, known 
affectionately as The Land Of The 
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YAMAHA YZ125A 


Retail price, approx: $819 
Yamaha International 
660 Orangethorpe Ave. 
Buena Park, Calif. 90620 


SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 
BORE/STROKE 
COMPRESSION RATIO 


Two-stroke, 7-port reed valve, single 
56mm/50mm 


23 @ 10,000 RPM 
11.9 ft./Ib. @ 9500 RPM 
28mm Mikuni 


CLAIMED TORQUE 
CARBURETION 


2.83/2.07/1.61/1.32/1.14:1 
12/48 (4.000:1) 

Premix 

No recommendation 

No recommendation 


GEAR RATIOS 
FINAL DRIVE RATIO 
LUBRICATION 


COMPONENTS 
Yamaha, 6 inches travel 
Yamaha Thermal-Flow, 3.5 inches travel 
Mild steel, double down tube, full cradle 
Serrated, folding, self-cleaning 
Full width, magnesium backing plates 
Single leading shoe 
Takasago alloy 
2.75 x 21 and 3.50 x 18 Yokohama knobby 
DID #428 
Hitachi CDI, internal rotor 


SHOCKS 


Fuzzy foam in fiberglass box 
МОК B8ES 


AIR FILTER 
SPARKING PLUG 
RIM LOCKS 
FENDERS 
NUMBER PLATES 
KILL SWITCH 


2, plastic 
3, plastic 
Button 





DIMENSIONS 
WHEELBASE 

GROUND CLEARANCE 
PEG HEIGHT 

SEAT HEIGHT 
RUNNING WEIGHT 
WEIGHT BIAS 
HANDLEBARS 
THROTTLE TURN 

GAS TANK CAPACITY 





32.5 inches 
194 pounds 
43.8% /56.2% 
34 inches 

90 degrees 
1.45 gallons 
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Reoccurring Photograph. 

As the gas and Bardahl was con- 
sumed, we could feel the bike limber 
up. The motor loosened and would 
wind higher and happier. The forks 
loosened and went from too stiff to 
extreme bottoming and topping. The 
rear Thermal-Flow (or is it Thermal- 
Phase?) shocks didn’t loosen, but 
harshly bounced around aimlessly. 

Back in the pits, we checked the 
plug and found jetting perfect through- 
out the range. That was the last time 
we worried about the motor for the 
entire test. 

A pool of oil was swirling around 
the inside of the front rim, indicating 
something was amiss. An oil leak! 
Judging from the way the forks be- 
haved, a quick conference determined 
oil was leaking from the left slider. 
Removing the axle, the Allen bolt 
that holds the damper assembly fell 
out, all righty. Someone at the factory 
forgot to torque the thing down; sev- 
eral YZ owners have reported similar 
problems. 

Unfortunately, our problem was one 
better. The hole was stripped, which 
meant we could ride the thing for two, 
maybe three hours before it worked 
loose and emptied its contents. It was 
a hassle, but we were able to complete 
the test, although we consumed plenty 
of fork oil in the process. 

On any new bike, changing the fork 


oil is a must after the first session 
of riding. As parts bed in, small metal 
flakes circulate in the oil, clogging 
damper holes and grinding satin fin- 
ishes. We replaced whatever potion 
Yamaha put in there with HRL Light. 
We expected an improvement in the 
forks’ performance, but nothing like 
what happened. Where the forks were 
brutal before, they now became smooth 
and positive, taking the bite out of 
stutterbumps and hard landings. 
Before, the YZ was miserable in 
corners, but now the front end stuck 
quite well, so long as we parked our 
cheeks on the gas tank. We dropped the 
fork clamps about 34-inch down the 
tubes and that eliminated almost all 
tendency for the front end to skate. 
We blame the rest on those decidedly 
inferior Yokohama knobbies. Yuk. 
Now that the front was working the 
rear also became better. Instead of 
horrible, it was now merely terrible. 
Yamaha seems to have two different 
shock/spring combinations: Thermal- 
Flows with stiff progressive springs 
and Thermal-Flows with stiff straight- 
wounds. The combination found on our 
YZ125 was the same we found on last 
month's DT360 Enduro. We rate the 
spring at about 23314 pounds, so it 
was replaced with Gary Hymes' 75- 
pounders. Once again, the improvement 
was astonishing and now we could reel 
the Yammie around the course with 





Godspeed without having the thing beat 
us to a pulp. 

Plug: The springs we put on were 
from Gary's shop, Horizons Unlimited. 
They buy wire and roll their own and 
you can buy them for $5 the pair. 
Lighter riders should look into 68- 
pound springs, though, and Gary doesn't 
make them. 

The YZ can be pool-balled around 
corners. Like the 250, it only wants 
the gas on, on, on. It is a pretty good 
slider. but the best way to get around 
is to throw the bike down, take a 
giant step in the direction you want 
to go. and grab the handful. It takes 
a lot of practice to get the timing just 
right, and some may never have the 
reflexes needed, but you can get through 
tight corners awfully fast that way. 

High-speed riding also takes a bit 
of getting used to. The YZ simply 
wants to move around, partly because 
it's very light, partly because the 
Thermal-Flows performed inconsistent- 
ly. Compression damping was good 
most of the time but that last bit of 
travel came too quickly. We're still 
working on it. 

Anyway. high speed sweepers could 
be plenty exciting, since the rear was 
more ill-behaved than the front. There 
is one section at the Dunes you ac- 
celerate through while going a bit side- 
ways over undulations. We could hit 
this section flat out on the likes of a 
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Maico or Honda Elsinore: the rear 
would bozo as it skidded across the 
undulations, but power got to the 


ground with a minimum of worry. The 
YZ125 would go through this section 
wildly swapping ends, which called for 
us to square the corner beforehand 
and hit the rough at a less radical 
angle. 

We took the YZ out for several 
sessions, not to mention a desert cow- 
trail, and finally a real live motocross. 
Each time we became more familiar 
with it. naturally, and learned you have 


to have some sort of blind trust in the 
handling. Try this: tell a friend to close 
his eyes and fall backwards, keeping 
his body rigid. Tell him you will catch 
him before he hits the ground. How 
your friend reacts to the situation can 
tell you how much he trusts you. (And 
whether or not you catch him also says 
something about your relationship.) 

In other words. the Yamaha might 
move around a lot and do some spooky 
things, but during the entire test it 
never crashed us hard. and we gave 
it plenty of opportunities. 
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One thing the Yamaha won't stand 
for is too much throttle before it's 
straight. We must've low-sided the thing 
a dozen times. Tires, probably. 

Yamaha has long taken pride in their 
“YZ” tag, conjuring up images of 
blood-boiling works-type racers. The 
YZ250 has outstanding power. Beats 
us why the YZ 125 is only middle-of- 
the-road fast. When we raced it, the 
YZ felt and looked a lot faster than 
it went, because of the way the rear 
moved around, and the way you could 
spurt out of corners. But it was only 


"respectable" on the straights, which 
is a cop-out phrase meaning it got 
beat. Suzukis seem to be a tad quicker, 
and of course Pentons and Hondas do 
it in but good. Four reasons why the 
Yamaha isn't fast enough: 1) The air 
filter is a hopeless design. choking off 
power at high revs. 2) That silencer 
in the pipe has to be gotten rid of, 
since it is a screen which accumulates 
carbon and unburned oil. so power 
slowly ebbs away unnoticeably while 
you ride. 3) It's undergeared. Stock, 
the tightest turns call for no less than 
third gear, and you can start in second 
—therefore you have about 3/2 use- 
ful gears. A competitive 125 needs 
all the gears it can get. 

And 4) It wasn't designed to be fast 
enough, probably. One of the pleasant 
things about the YZ's powerband is 
the very strong bottom power. Like we 
said, it is a very good cowtrailer. But 
for motocross, this is only a convenience 
to save you from down-shifting. Strong 
bottom-end pull is useful when slither- 
ing around a muddy track, but the 
trade-off is for less peak power. The 
YZ will have to have a more radical 
powerband to win. But if you like to 
race for fun, leave the power alone 
(after taking care of 1, 2, and 3) because 
it’s neat. It pulls well from idle all the 
way until about 7000. Here, it gives 
you the blast you expect, and the close 

(Text continued on page 72) 


Entire YZ package weighs a scant 194 
pounds with gas; it is more suited for 
smaller riders. 


This is where the YZ 125 tries to breathe. 
No dice. Snap connectors can’t be trusted 
to stay together on their own accord. 
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See? There. What better proof do you 


need: this is a trick hub. Rear brake 
suffers from Premature Lockies. 











` @utin Front at the Start — 
a Out in Front at the Finish 


THIS IS THE NEW COOPER 5-SPEED 250cc MOTOCROSSER 


| Lightweight, Powerful, with Superb Handling | 
i HANDLING FEATURES: | 


Absolute superiority in control and handling. | 
The Coopers go straight in the rough and steady | 
in the corners. 
The stable, soft ride is due to the excellent 
frame and fork geometry and the balanced hy- | 
draulic dampening between the front forks and 
the rear shocks. Ў 
PERFORMANCE: 
Fantastic acceleration with super wide torque, 
all the way to 8000 RPM. 
The strong flexible power, along with heavy | 
flywheels, assures traction through mud and 
climbing steep hills, and this also keeps steady 
pulling through the corners and jump ahead 
action while shifting gears. This is true for Moto 
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APACHE LIMITED 
| Made in Mexico 6422 San Fernando Road 
| by MOTO ISEO 


CAE ¡A PRES 


Glendale, Ca. 91201 + 213/246-8241 


| 
Cross and Enduros. | 


Northeast: MITSUBISHI INTERNATIONAL CORP. 
277 Park Avenue 





New York, N.Y. 10017 е 212/922-3700 
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OSSA 1/5 
-SIX DAYS REPLICA 


We remind ourselves where it all came from and ponder where it’s all going. 






















EFORE YOU PICKED up 
this magazine were you aware 
that there was such a thing 
as an OSSA 175 Six Days Replica? 
Did you even know that there was such 
a thing as a 175 OSSA? But you prob- 
ably knew there were motorcycles 
named OSSA, right? If you didn’t 
answer “yes” three times, don’t feel 
bad. You aren't alone. Sometimes it 
doesn't even seem like OSSA knows 
they have a 175. Stop by an OSSA 
dealer and pick up a model line blurb 
sheet. The only thing you'll find about 
the 175 is an asterisk. At the bottom 
of the sheet it says, "Also available 
in a 175cc model." 

Ever since OSSA started dropping big 
cylinders atop the 175's cases, the fore- 
runner has become the black sheep. 
Mystery or ineffectiveness doesn't have 
much to do with the 175. It's no more 
than ignorance. 175s just haven't made 
it like 250s. 250cc is to motorcycles 
as 7 and 11 are to dice. 250s are 
where it's at and 175s aren't. There's 
even a reason why for most. Your 
average 175 is an over-bored 125 or 
under-bored 250. Neither really gives 
a satisfactory result. 

But the 175 motor started OSSA 
off into the world of full-sized motor- 
cycles over ten years ago. That basic 
design moved street bikes, road racers, 
larger street bikes and eventually even 
dirt bikes. Today it is still an effective 
propellant for a dirt bike and in its 
class more so than the 250. But how 
much longer? 





Ten years ago the 175 OSSA engine 
was a revolutionary design even for 
the kings of two-strokes—the Spanish. 
No wonder, the brain power came 
from the mother company—Bultaco— 
and they were out to beat Bulto at 
his own game. OSSA aimed to out- 
power and design their Spanish com- 
petition. The design incorporated dif- 
ferent ideas: gears instead of a primary 
chain, two straight rings instead of a 
dykes ring, a funny carb called an IRZ 
that worked well indeed, and even left- 
side shifting. The design succeeded and 
carried OSSA into the limelight in the 
late sixties aboard the Stilleto. Four 
years have passed and lots of things 
have happened since that heyday. The 
design is at its limits for motocross 
and a new one is upcoming. 

The Stilleto is out of the power game 
now. The torque and usefulness were 
always right but its sheer numbers aren't 
great enough now. Hence comes the 
SDR, replete with Stilleto barrel and 
more grunt than the trusty tractor, the 
Pioneer. The motor gets the job done 
in the SDR, at least this year (or 
should we say that the 250 SDR did 
get the job done this year at Six Days?). 

Oddly enough, the SDR which hasn't 
received notoriety is the one that is 
more firmly entrenched in a power hold 
on its class. The 175 SDR only has 
one bike which could claim to be 
competition, the Penton 175. It's no 
surprise that it's in there handling 
wise, but the power is more surprising. 
Why not? The 175 is where it all came 
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Big, potent bash plate and cylinder mud 
guard. 





from and benefits from original intent 
design. It produces more ponies per 
cee cee than the 250. 

One measurement defines the differ- 
ence between 175 and 250 SDRs— 
bore. It takes an additional 12mm to 
draw the 60mm by 60mm 175 out to 
250cc. Frame and chassis components 
are identical. The 175 SDR owner will 
spend more than a little time convincing 
people that it really isn't a 250. Both 
the appearance and performance help 
build the illusion. 

Part of it is the fact that they attract 
attention. The SDR white paint job over 
Stilleto rear fiberglass and a Pioneer 
tank makes for a quite comely pres- 
ence. Not many people remark about 
the relative attractiveness of dirt bikes, 
but most everyone had something nice 
to say about the OSSA. The fiberglass 
treatment gives it the look of a custom 
designed to be one smooth unit. 

Chuggin' wise the OSSA is tops. 
Unlike the 250, the 175 doesn't seem 
to have traded any tractability for its 
Six Days sticker. It pulls like a 250 
trail bike from down low, like a 250 
enduro bike in the mid-rpm ranges, 
and only at higher rpm gives hints of 
its true displacement. It accelerates 
strongly in its sky-high fifth gear to a 
top speed of around 70 mph. Though 
the gear spacings are wide the engine 
always seems to be in its power range. 
Torque melts over the end of each 
transmission ratio. It nearly has enough 
to handle the whopping 4.50 Pirelli 
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motocross tire mounted on the rear, 
but not quite. Tire spin just isn’t one 
of the options on the SDR and when the 
tire takes too big a biteful of a steep 
hill the SDR bogs down. A 4.50 Pirelli 
MX? You must be kidding. 

The SDR is such a neat package 
that it’s a shame that it has to have 
some of the bugaboos that it does. 
The shocks, for example, are inex- 
cusable. Some portions of the bike 
may not be perfect, but the shocks 
are just plain useless. Not imperfect, not 


lacking. nor poor. just plain useless. 
They make 1968 DT-1 stock shocks 
seem great. 

It wouldn't be in the least bit sur- 
prising to find out that someone flat 
forgot the oil. The Betors bottomed with 
small provocation on the stiffest spring 
pre-load. Bottoming meant the tire 
catching the under side of the fender 
and the fender reaching for the sky. 
Three wheelers could traverse whoop- 
de-doos more quickly. Not even your 
grandmother would like those shocks. 


The full width hubs that could easily 
sub as canteens are somewhat of a 
disappointment, too. For some reason, 
the brakes on this 175 SDR worked 
better than on our last few OSSAs, 
but they still weren't very good. No 
doubt the hubs are strong. There's also 
little doubt they are heavy. A Six Days 
Replica deserves something better. 

The transmission didn't shift well 
either. It crunched and moaned at the 
mention of a clutchless shift. Once it 
reached a heavy-load operating tem- 























perature shifting would almost cease. 
The situation was aggravated by the 
lever placement. At first it seems like 
a trials rider has gotten to it, but 
when you consider that the pegs are 
two inches back from the Pioneer posi- 
tion it becomes blindingly apparent. 
The pedal pressure is so heavy as to 
make any shortening of the lever pro- 
hibitive. If you want to shift the SDR, 
you put your left heel on the left 
peg and clomp away. If you really want 
to shift it, use the clutch, always. 


After practicing some clutch shifts 
to make sure we remembered how and 
tightening up the brake cables to a 
taut plink, we stuck some Konis out 
back. Seventy-five pound springs and 
one inch spacers to keep the tire from 
the fender worked quite nicely. The 
SDR became rideable. 

All of a sudden the SDR 175 began 
to emote the concept of Six Days Trial- 
ing—rapid but smooth, consistent going. 
The bike was a pleasure to ride quickly. 
The rhythm where ground passes quick- 


Clunk, grind, thud. 
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It didn’t take 


much. 





ly but energy does not was easy to 
attain. It was difficult to get tired riding 
the OSSA. 

Part of that responsibility goes to 
Betor fork/Koni shock combination 
which sucked up the abuse and spat 
it aside. Very little jarring is transmitted 
to the handlebars, and once the Konis 
took over swingarm duties the small 
OSSA seat was even usable. Just 
enough messages got through the sus- 
pension to maintain feel and precision 
without sacrificing comfort. 





Axle to axle, the SDR covers a fair 
amount of terrain for a 175. Add 55 
inches of wheelbase to generous rake 
and you get stability. With the 4.50 
Pirelli doing its bit for straight tracking, 
the handling has to be termed slow but 
responsive. Squaring off a corner 
doesn't happen easily. Instead, sharp 
corners happen at unreal lean angles. 
Both tires and suspension let it happen. 
It's fun and works quite well. 

Being somewhat certain of the 175's 
versatility and just plain curious on how 
it wou:d fare. we took the 175 SDR 
motocrossing. Enthusiasm got the head- 
light and speedo removed and ensuing 
laziness found the taillight and license 
remaining on race day. It didn't really 
matter because the lighting components 
are light in poundage if not in brilliance. 

On a tight course (not the OSSA's 
thing) it showed its heels to the gang 
for awhile. After a couple of laps the 
transmission started doing full varia- 
tions on it shiftless act, and the mud 
started to dry out. Oh well. The benefits 
of a brake light and a horn for passing 
=] were well demonstrated. 





Not even Yamaha's front brake is that 
big anymore. 


One wrench axle-loosening and one 
wrench chain-adjusting is Six Days stuff. 





dirt rider 65 








The inner workings of multi-metering IRZ 
wonderpot. 


66 dirt rider 










OSSA 175 Si 
Days Replica 


Retail price: $1095 
Yankee Motor Corp. 
24030 Frampton Ave. 
Harbor City, Calif. 90710 

















SPECIFICATIONS 

ENGINE: 22-40 ме өзе коо vus Deus а ord aguas SSS Two-stroke, piston port, single 
BOREASTROKE, icc accent hence mare са Pep да rennen арак 60.9mm/60mm 
DISPLACEMENT | sacs ERE E sat ya a Жк кала к aee крайний riae are sel ж tete ens 175cc 
COMPRESSION: -RATIO ras Giese Ле ERU oe вы 13:1 (uncorrected) 
GLAIMED HORSEPOWER + setos ia orice ico seite эта bot ST ay v 19 @ 8500 RPM 
GARBUÜRETION: aze IU 40S GET ые ARETE ete oss es ana ann е eU [orn IRZ 29mm 
PRIMARY DRIVE RATIO cies cerei qeu up) aoe о ere om осоо е. 2.87:1 
GEAR RATIOS: excutere 20 о os matin eens eres нов 2.94/2.34/1.87/1.34/1.03:1 
FINAL (DRIVE RATIO: ¿Isu s retomo aq era m ооло о dye cee eee v 11/40 3.64.1 
ОВ САО a аса sese seus каш бэш SERIE RIE OS Bere Premix 20:1 
ЕШЕЕ ras 00 m COS Shae ose tay m Dee a өзбекке оба ue EE еее Premium 
OTI аа ОО o HEN ЛЛ iu rue D ba flog ofi ac oia AK ER e Full bore 
COMPONENTS 

FORKS oa cbc SS OS REP oes ee СЕ E OG POM PEE OE Sig ERE TY Betor 
SHOCKS adornar nent oases wars сайы rates сада cater sue e ego owas a aie US oa © Betor 
FRAME сотона Foe OnE e en ora a ever d rc tent балага Double loop cradle steel 
REGS: arar ca воры ее Serrated folding, no spring 
HUBS E DIS эе уа ен ры Eka a v delent а AGIRE E Full width 
A C Te t Tore qr e TH E E In Akront 
TRES nace ызба наға OO ire S AR Pirelli Motocross 4.50/18 and 3.00/18 
OHAIN о eia O сақа сы Шайды ав У Joresa 520 
ISNITION vs. cho ken see wayua pies T er AS вфе aysa ds: Motoplat 
ELEGIR IOS; ul shan a a PO Sen TES rd p'tit gue sit spem өк на» CEV 
LIGHTING fuc l sas т и aus tear oe ch ene Аз стада да ын IE RORIS Io ES ДИЙ wa S S CEV 
INSTRUMENTS: 25599 merite ео Veglia-Brussel speedo with reset 
TOOLS 00 нысы E cl өте Yea ere rios END ee NN None 
PANT PRE И ТЕЕ eot Ended en ы Мыса VS epe rea oco epe Eire eere DAD eed es Foam 
SBARKINGEUPIIUG : «€: 3 ne tih ap en iater eager eror eins Champion N-3G 
RIMGEOCKS: sen ass ad tag er eset E ado A Sree este ет Two each wheel 
FENDERS о о oli car i en Жанна уйаны Бом Mes ARR № Fiberglass 
KIEIESWIECH: ба CS OIL kan a АЕ None 
INDICATORS ооо eo er RUE IS SLRS S S rece ie M Co faciet ar None 
PASSENGER: PEGS 2. ni ao ta? ERE po WS None 
DIMENSIONS 

WHEELBASE адаса ТС Ro E ha dst 54.5 to 56 inches 
GROUND CLEARANCE secs ух» era емее a exeo ааа Пане Асана 82% 11 inches 
PEGLHEIGHT: au Сака gus directe den о E Ads әлі 13.4 inches 
SEAT HEIGHT asi ricino а ыы a E eu s di cut 33.0 inches 
RUNNING WEGA CN a тоа оро Ы 264 pounds 
WEIGHT (DISTRIBUTION: seul sas reo н. 45.5% /54.5% 
HANDEEBARS оо ы et estatua ata абы Sa utes 34.5 inches 
THROTITBERTUR N = nn u кызганыр уле Жол ein ys 90 degrees 








The rear brake cable sneaks back through 
the fiberglass and to the other side. 


In the Moty-X pinch the SDR handled 
beautifully. It felt incredibly safe—as 
if crash weren't part of its vocabulary. 
Amazing. its somewhat  ponderous 
poundage didn't show in the handling 
even here. We're still at a loss to say 
why this 265-pound motorcycle just 
won't feel like it. 

Wherever you take the 175 SDR 
trooping its manners will fit in. The 
handling has to be among the best 
going, anywhere. The power has to be 
some of the most competitive in its 
class. But it's damn frustrating to have 
to contend with things like the shocks. 
the hubs and the transmission. It leaves 
you kind of depressed in the end. Why? 
How come if you want the best of 
some things you have to tolerate some 
worsts along with it? 

The 175 SDR is one of those bikes 
that require you to be tolerant to be 
an owner. You've got to love the hand- 
ling and power so much that nothing 
else matters. It's dedication. too. If 
you're into bikes like OSSAs though 
you know it will make you happy. and 
that's no small task for people like 
you. e 
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UNRAVELING 
OLD WORLD SECRETS 


SS PHASING 
< YOUR 

к. VERY by Vernon McCoultry 
OWN CZ 


1 Up to, but not including, 
a Motoplat 


THERE’S SOME AURA of mystery 
surrounding the ignition timing on 
CZs. The key word is “phasing” and 
it psyches lots of people out. Actually, 
a CZ is just as easy to time as any 
other bike. The operations are just 
slightly different. Follow now for a 
journey through phasing and timing 
your CZ. 

Pull the points cover on the right side 

of the motor and the rear spark plug. 


Grok on the idea of the CZ turning over 
in a clockwise manner. 
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Take a dial indicator (they’re not as 
expensive or confusing as you think) and 
screw it into the rear sparkplug hole. 
By rotating the crankshaft and spinning 
the outer ring on the indicator locate and 
mark top dead center. If you’re worried 
about the angle of the indicator to the 
stroke, don’t worry. It makes .02 mm 
difference. 


For phasing to be correct the “Х” must 
be directly between the two marks. Phas- 
ing is retarded on this one. Loosen the 
three screws and rotate the plate. Lock 
it down and recheck. Phasing completed. 


Backtrack (counter-clockwise) 3.40 mm 
for the 400 and 3.00 mm for the 250. 
125 owners (both of you) call your dealer. 
This is both the timing and phasing point. 


If you’re changing points remove the 
circlip and unscrew one wire. Don’t lose 
the spacing washers. 
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Set up a timing tester (buzz box, ohm 
meter, continuity light) with "positive" 
connected to the points wire and neg- 
ative to ground. 


Open the points gap up fairly wide and 
start working in until the tester goes 
berserk at 3.40mm before top dead cen- 
ter. Move the crank back and forth to 
be sure. 








$ 
The point gap is the timing adjustment w 
on a CZ so just keep experimenting 


until you get it right. 












Once things go off at 3.40, tighten the 
points screw all the way and recheck 
the timing. Bolt it back up and maybe 
even drop in a new plug. Try a Nippon 
Denso W25FC. Supposed to work fine. 
That's all that's involved. 
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YAMAHA 
yz 125a 


(Text continued from page 56) 
ratio gears go by snick-snick-snick with 
the slightest movement from your foot. 

In some cases it might be a good 
idea to shift soon after it comes on 
the pipe. But if you let the motor wail 
away to 10,000, you can feel it get its 
second wind and pull some more. Amaz- 
ing motor. But the factory didn't do 
enough race-tuning for you. 

With the flywheel weighing about 
the same as Gilera's American racing 
program, the crank revs and unrevs 





like a yo-yo. This is good for racing 
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but makes brake design much more 
problematical; every Yamaha moto- 
crosser we've known with a CDI igni- 
tion suffers from the Premature Lock- 
ies. Cures for this disenchanting habit 
range from filing away some brake 
lining to cutting the hub lever to un- 
ceremoniously stomping the brake rod 
to make it spring. 

As it were, we thought the YZ125 
should have perhaps the ultimate in 
125 braking, what with mag backing 
plates and the Yamaha reputation for 
stoppers. We found the front to be 
superb in every way until Schoonmaker 
raced it. He discovered mud would 
pack the front hub, preventing the lever 
from moving. No front brake and a 
schizophrenic rear gave Dave a very 
good lap time and he looks quite dis- 
tinguished with gray hair. 

Mud gives the YZ other headaches. 
Unless you judiciously install duct tape 


TERM 


тыш SN 





Works gas tank works and looks he-man; 
removal is a matter of seconds. Fine 
Yamaha petcocks pass gas rapidly. 


Mild steel frame is very rigid yet light; 
cases are from the bulletproof 125 we've 
seen for years. 





or Jones Wheel Foam in the rims, your 
194-pound YZ will become a 209-pound 
YZ with all 15 extra pounds on the 
wheels where they hurt the most. 

Waterproofing was non-existent. Not 
only does the air box restrict breathing, 
but it conversely lets in the moisture. 
Once the YZ was ridden through a 
teensy puddle no one would care about 
normally. The rear wheel sent a care- 
fully-aimed shot into the air cleaner 
and stopped that bike dead. 

Servicing the element is maddening. 
You need three hands no bigger than 
a wall plug and with any kind of luck 
only one will get lacerated. The entire 
arrangement is hopeless. 

Once past the air cleaner, servicing 
the rest of the bike is a cinch. With a 
bit of practice you can remove that 
tank in a jiffy without removing any- 
thing else. It takes longer to remove 
the gas cap than the whole tank in 
fact; maybe this is the answer to faster 
pit stops. Allen screws hold the cases 
and side covers together. We bought 
a 6mm hex T-handle from a Penton 
shop and a 22mm socket to hasten our 
constant tinkering and peeking on both 
test YZs. The hex wrench consider- 
ably speeded up handling the Allens; 
the socket let us uncap the forks with- 
out butchering the soft metal, and 
came in handy for the many chain- 
adjusting sessions. The 125% chain 
stretched and stretched and long should 
have broken, but ran on regardless. 

We learned the hard way about some 
things you have to watch. Snap con- 
nectors of a new design are used on 
the electrics, and they will unsnap 
under vibration. 

Plastic fenders are very good; they 
have a memory although do suffer 
from a bit of amnesia. We left the bike 
leaning against the garage wall and it 
took a day for the fender to uncurl 
itself. 

The budget-minded rider will want 
to replace the wretched grips immedi- 
ately. We opted for some classy Oury 
yellow rubber numbers after the stock 
grips destroyed a pair of $12 gloves 
and we can't convert the pain of sev- 
eral large blisters into dollars. (We saw 
a picture of Hakan Andersson's works 
bike and his grips look the same as 
stock Yammie grips. Hakan must be 
a masochist.) 

If we were disappointed in the YZ- 
125, it was because we expected a 
bike the likes of a CR125M. Instead, 
we have a better MX 125. If you 
get the works-bike concept out of your 
head, straighten out the suspension and 
some other design flaws, you have a 
bike that will sling you blurrily around 
corners and, at worst, give everyone a 
run on the straights. For $819, it is 
the third cheapest way to win in the 
125 class. e 


Dont muddy u 
the googol: 


*Googol: The largest number of things that has a name. Webster 
defines as the number one followed by a hundred zeroes. 


There are googols of little creatures squig- 
gling and burrowing, flitting and squishing 
under the mud, through the swamps and over 
the sandy marshes. Sea squirts, copepods, lug- 
worm larvae and the babies of little fish. Each 
with a kind of a brain, each with the breath of 
life. But their life is ebbing. And as they start to 
go—you do, too. 

You are standing on the threshold of time 
in as sacred a place as any in the world. It’s 
where the life of the water and the life of the 
land converge in biological blur. These are the 
wetlands—the swamps and the mudflats that 
sometimes smell like rotten eggs. These are the 
marshes, clogged with weeds, swarming with 
bugs, teeming with beautiful life. This is where 
the moon moves the water in shallow ebbs and 
floods; where the sun pierces down to the ooze 
and the nutrients flow in a strange and mar- 
velous way. Nowhere else except here in these 
sopping grounds is there so much life in so 
much concentration. But the life is dwindling. 
And as these lands start to go—you do, too. 

These squishy, mushy lands are where most 
of our fish are born, the fish that feed the fish 


that feed the fish that fill the sea. These narrow 
strips of estuarine land are where the birds 
come to rest and nest and feed; and they are tied 
inexorably to the life support for the raccoons 
and the bears and the deer a hundred miles 
away. And to you. 

In California, most of the wetlands are 
already gone. In Florida, they’re going fast. Once 
there were 127 million acres of interior and 
coastal wetlands. Now forty per cent are gone, 
the precious specks of life in these treasured 
lands exchanged for yacht clubs and marinas 
and industrial growth. As we dredge the bays 
and fill the marshes and cover the mud with 
asphalt; as we spray our poisons and scatter 
our waste and spew oil upon the waters—we 
destroy forever the great forces of life that 
began millennia ago. 

But now we have gone too far. Because this 
planet belongs not only to us but to them as 
well. To the umpteen zillion other things that fly 
in the sky and roam on the land and swim in the 
sea and burrow beneath our feet. 

Now, especially now, if we will only stop to 


think— perhaps we will think to stop. 


Sierra Club 











Malcolm Smith—you’ve heard of 
him—proudly announces J-Bar hand- 
bars. Made from solid aircraft brush- 
ed aluminum and heat-treated for 
extra strength, J-Bars are like having 
the third set of shock absorbers— 
they have controlled flex built in to 
take up stinging jolts. Nine different 
models, including motocross, trials, 
desert, scrambles, skiddin’, and the 
new Baja Bend. Shake down your 
dealer or write to Malcolm Smith 
Racing Products, Box 1086, Dirt 
Rider Sent Me, Riverside, California 
92502. 

































Going to Baja? Racecrafters In- 
ternational sez they have this bag 
that can survive the toughest terrain 
in the world—Baja—and are, there- 
fore, fully confident it can carry a 
good book and bottle of hooch over 
to your girlfriend's house without in- 
cident. Made from  weatherproof 
vinyl, coated with nylon to a deep, 
leatherette finish. Secured with nylon 
straps, and black. $9.95. Racecrafters 
International, Dept. DR, 7916 Sunset 
Blvd., Hollywood, California 90046. 


Alas, our pal wiped out three pair 
of the palest, softest, and funkiest 
Levi's he's ever owned and now he 
knows better. Next time he'll opt for 
some motocross denims like these: 
Dynamite Denim MX Pants. These 
breeches are padded at the hip and 
knees and reinforced at the stress 
points. They cost less than other 
denims at $19.87 and come in 28-38 
inch sizes for men and 22-26 inches 
for kids. Specify red or yellow stripe. 
Suzuki Fun Center, 515 N. Victory 
Blvd., Burbank, California 91502. 
Say “DR!” 





At the Six Days, all the American 
riders had their choice between Hi- 
Points boots and another brand. 
What brand did the Trophy Team 
choose? The same brand their boss 
markets, of course. Hi-Points have 
the quick buckles that still let the 
straps stick sideways. ISDT model 
comes with Vibram waffle-stomping 
soles. Motocross model comes with 
Vibram pancake-stomping soles. At 
your Hi-Point dealer. 
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Zzzzi. Zzzzzzzzt. Zzt. Cartoon fans 
know those lightening-bolt symbols 
can only mean one of two things: 
either this plug is electric or mag- 
netic. No one ever heard of an elec- 
tric drain plug, so this must be a 
magnetic drain plug. Makes sense. It 
will stop metal particles from cir- 
culating through your transmission. 
If you have a Honda boomer, it will 
make life easier on your entire motor. 
Best bet: get one when breaking 
in a motor. See your local dealer, 
who carries K&N goodies, or write 
K&N Engineering, Dept. DR, Box 
“1329, Riverside, California 92502. 





The name on the bottle tells the 
story: get a flat, and you'll probably 
have to stop. Or squirt some of this 
into a tube and the Dreaded Stick- 
thorn will become frustrated. If the 
air starts rushing out a hole, so 
does Flat Stop, de-leaking the tube. 
At your Webco dealer. 


«РАССО 






“Неу, 
ning?” 

“Boss, Jake. Gettin’ 23 ponies at 
the rear.” 

“Bull. No one-two-bits gonna get 
that." 

"Bull. | shaved the skirt, and blew 
everyone off in the gravel pit. Blew 
off Dirk's Deek, and he got 22 on the 
pump." 

"Y'ain't gettin' no 23. It'd puke if 
you got 20, the way you jet." 

"Bring it over to my house, Bernie. 
PH bet my 7-11 chest protector 
against your Whoop-De-Chews chest 
protector y'ain't gettin' no 23. Y'ain't 
gettin' 23 at the top of the piston." 

"Uh, how ya gonna prove that, 
Jake?" 

"Easy. Pop just bought a PQ dyno. 
Why, the PQ dynamometer's unique 
combination of features eliminates 
installation and costly set-up time. 
The PQ dyno combines aircraft qual- 


Bernie, howza 'Zook run- 


ity components and competent en- 
gineering to provide exceptionally re- 
liable accuracy and_ repeatability 
along with ease of operation. It is 
portable, requiring no permanent in- 
stallation. It will test up to 90 horse- 
power, making it perfect for motor- 
cycle use. The PQ dyno takes both 
rear wheel readings on a roller drive, 
or more accurate readings can be 
taken from the countershaft sprocket. 
Pop intends on making money on the 
side because the value of a good 
dyno when tuning for performance 
can't be overemphasized. PQ Pro- 
ducts, located 106 East Sherman 
Road, Athena, Oregon 97813, carries 
a full line of accessories for the dyno, 
and other useful products as well. 
Me? | plan to get your Whoop-De- 
Chews chest protector. C’mon. Fire 
that mother up and let’s stick it on 
the pump. Still say 23 ponies?” 
“Bull.” 





Send 50¢ to Pacifico and they will 
mail you a Super 2 fender decal, a 
new Super 2 T-shirt iron-on, and 
their brand new catalogue. The lat- 
ter lists every one of their 19 guar- 
anteed-unbreakable fenders, and, as 
a bonus, information on how you can 
get ahold of their new mud flaps— 
front and rear. The 19731 Pacifico 
catalogue also list such kinky items 
as fairing mounting systems for Hon- 
das and Kawasakis and Suzukis and 
Yamahas. Pacifico, Box 348, Dept. 
DR, Gresham, Ore. 97030. 
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NORSTAR 


MX or ISTD 
SIZES 4-14 
Widths — Med. or wide 


$6495 


BEST boot on the 
market! en! 


FULL BORE 


MX or ISDT 
SIZES 5-14 
(MX add 1/2 size) 


$5895 


TOP GEAR 


Super MX or Enduro 
SIZES 6-12 
Sole guaranteed for life of 


uppers or new pair boots 
FREE 


$5895 


WHOLE SIZES 2-8 
Boys—add 1 to 11/2 sizes 
\ Ladies—send regular size 


MINI-FULL BORE 


Bell 120 Star 
Super Magnum 
(White, orange, silver) 
¡PE 


Hang Ten” Ө MX Socks 
Best wearing and best looking sock 


for the money 
SIZES 8-9, 10-11, 12-13 $2.95 





Genuine Cowhide Belts 
SIZES 24-40 


$7.99 
Hodaka 


Honda 
Suzuki 
Yamaha 


Husqvarna 
Kawasaki 
Bultaco 


SHIPPING (UPS) $1.50 boots, $1.00 
Accessories 


GORDON'S 
77 Hudson Plaza 
Fairburn, Ga. 30213 
Phone (404) 964-2572 
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dirty books 


A TRAIL RIDER’S GUIDE TO 
THE ENVIRONMENT 

by Shaun Benneit, Ph.D. 

American Motorcycle Association 
Box 141 

Westerville, Ohio 43081 

60 pp; $1.00 


Believe it or not, this is a funny, 
entertaining book. Funniest of all is 
the fact it comes from the folks you'd 
least expect to entertain, the AMA. 
(Aw, let’s be fair: Russ March, after 
all, did do the best job the AMA has 
seen in years, hanky-panky notwith- 
standing. Ed Youngblood has a good 
attitude as Acting Executive Director. 
Things will work out, just you wait.) 

As for the book, Shaun Bennett, a 
Nashville-based educator and trail- 
riding buff, digs into all the gory de- 
tails of motorcycles and their effect 
—real, imagined, and potential— 
upon the environment. By the time 
60 pages are up, we have a well- 
presented basic primer on all that 
fancy ecological rhetoric so we 
might be able to yap with unfriendly 
conservationists in a more convinc- 
ing manner. 

Among other not-so-startling re- 
velations, Bennett points out, are that 
motorcycles are capable of fairly 
well ruining delicate ecological sys- 
tems. It doesn’t have to be that way, 
though. He goes on to tell us how 
we might avoid unnecessary damage, 
how to repair it if we do, and finally 
breaks down the country into 
many portions to discuss “regional 
considerations.” 


Cartoon by Jerry Barnett, from A TRAIL 
RIDER’S GUIDE TO THE ENVIRONMENT. 








Most importantly, the Trail Rider’s 
Guide will not put you to sleep. He 
drops hi-falutin’ terms like “green- 
house effect” and “the entrainment 
capacity of water increases as an. 
exponential of its velocity’ without 
getting you lost. For example, the lat- 
ter phrase translates to “the steep- 
er the slope, the greater the ero- 
sion." 

A favorite part: "Some lizards like 
the zebra tail can move out of a 
bike's path. These guys can hit 25 
mph in a short sprint and | saw one 
literally drift a turn until he used too 
much throttle and broadslid into a 
small bush." 

There's a whole bunch of keen 
cartoons by Jerry Barnett, too. We 
don't know if this was intended, but 
one features a caricature of Presi- 
dent Nixon shaking hands with a 
Smokey T. Bear forest ranger after 
handing over his Executive Order 
11644 on ORVs. Looks innocent 
enough until you realize Nixon is 
shaking with his left hand. 


How to ride 


OBSERVED TRIALS 


just for fun! 


Carl Shipman 


HOW TO RIDE OBSERVED TRIALS 
JUST FOR FUN! 

by Carl Shipman 

H.P. Books 

Drawer 50641 

Tucson, Ariz. 85703 

160 pp; $5.00 plus .30 shipping 


"| remember once when | execut- 
ed some wild gymnastics while rid- 
ing through some pine trees, | man- 
aged to get one foot so high in the 


air that when | put it back on the 
footpeg, my pants leg slid down over 
the kickstarter. When | stopped the 
bike, that was the foot that was sup- 
posed to hold me up. | couldn't move 
it off the pegs and slowly fell over— 
without grace or ceremony—into a 
memento left by a passing cow." 

The single big problem with Carl 
Shipman's books is they don't come 
out often enough. His Boonie Book, 
Tuning for Performance, and minor 
works including his sort-of-yearly 
The Dirt Rider Info catalogue (Carl's 
mail-order house for self-manufac- 
tured merchandise which has noth- 
ing to do with this magazine, al- 
though we'd prefer people to think 
otherwise) are chock-filled with im- 
portant information and good-timey 
humor. A minor cult is developing 
around Shipman, the many fans of 
which seem to come from the rest of 
the motorcycle press. 

Carl is the master of many writ- 
ing skills, as evidenced in Observed 
Trials. First he can make you grin 
with pride at the fact you know how 
to ride a motorcycle. And if you 
don’t, his basic technique advice is 
masterful. (His cover blurb “makes 
you a better dirt rider even if you 
never ride trials’ should be taken 
seriously.) 

He has the uncanny ability to cov- 
er every little piddling detail—this 
book covers every phase of trials 
you can thing of, some twice, includ- 
ing reprints of the ATA’s and RMTA’s 
rules, camera-ready charts апа 
scorecards, how to start a club, me- 
chanical requirements for a trials 
mount, photographic examples of 
clever lines through tricky sections, 
getting the kids started, why Ship- 
man would never, ever put a com- 
pression release on his bike no mat- 
ter what Doug Richmond says, more 
photos of his pal Shep crawling all 
over a Sherpa T from a standstill 
("the world’s most useless skill"), 
and, yes, more. 

Carl is also the master of the plug 
and padding. He manages to mention 
several of The Dirt Rider's products 
here and there. Observed Trials does 


cover the sport thoroughly but it | 


could have been done in fewer 
pages, judging from the number of 
times Carl repeats himself with both 
words and photos. He's excused: it 
never tends to get boring. 

Not to mention an innovative 
style of indenting paragraphs used 
throughout—none of us could quite 
figure out the random system. 

So what? Like every other Ship- 
man product, it is well worth having 
around. This book could easily turn 
the non-trials rider into a bogwheel- 
ing fool. In fact, it could just as easily 
turn a non-biker into a bogwheeling 
fool. ` e 











DO You KNoW WHERE TO GET IT? 
COMPETITION ACCELLORIES |: 


$ 46 Еснирон Әт ХЕМА, ОНО 452 $57 


55/572-6954 





go FOR: 
e HOOKER -PED UNE -MIKUNI + РОЗА PUEL 
“KAN + TORSTEN HALLMAN - WISECO 

`+ KENNEDY ° CASLEP. - TC. -QEM 


SAME DAY UPG- DEALERS ONLY 









360 & 380 CZ 


Reed for 38mm 
Mikuni shown 


Reed for 40mm 
pumper 









$45.00 











250 CZ 


Reed for 34 or 
36mm Bing shown 


Reed for 32 or 
34mm Mikuni 


Reed for 32 or 
33mm Jikov 


125 CZ 


Reed for 28 to 
30mm Bing shown 


Reed for 28mm 
clip-on Mikuni 


Reed for 30mm 
Amal or Jikov 


DH ENTERPRISES 1605 Lynngrove Drive 
Manhattan Beach, Cal. 90266 (213) 372-6427 


DH also manufactures reeds for 
BULTACO HODAKA MAICO PUCH HUSQVARNA MONESTA ZUNDAPP 









$36.50 










$30.00 










$33.00 










$30.50 










$29.00 









$21.00 
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Practica 


i UNIVERSAL 
RATCHET 
HEAD 


WORKS RIGHT, 
LEFT, LOCKS, MAKES 
SCREWDRIVING 
FAST, EASIER! 





e Three heat-treated, fine steel 
blades for slotted or recessed 
head screws, in straight or offset 
position. 

e Can be used in offset position 
for extra leverage or for hard-to- 
get-at screws. 

e Compact, only 4%” overall 
when blades are flipped down 
into body of driver. No protrud- 
ing blades. 


Ideal for every member of fam- 
ily. For home, car, office, shop, 


hobby. $2.98 
TAUSON PRODUCTS CO. 

Box 1334, Canoga Park, CA 91304 

Please rush me the following: 


D 1 Versatool for $2.98 +50@ post- 
age and handling. 


Enclosed is 0 check 0 money order 


Name (print) 
Address 
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MOTO XR 


(Text continued from page 13) 


ALL beginning motocross riders 
should start on 125cc machines, or 
in the case of a little kid, a mini 
racer of some sort. A logical step 
up from the 125cc class is the 250cc 
class. From the 250cc class after a 
minimum of several more years of 
experience, then you can start think- 
ing of the 500cc class. It is interest- 
ing to note that most of the European 
riders prefer to ride the 250cc class 
as opposed to the 500cc class. Tors- 
ten Hallman says he rides the 250s 
because he is almost always in com- 
plete command of the machine. The 
500cc machines, however, are so 
brutal to ride that you are always 
fighting for control and you don't al- 
ways win the fight. Another interest- 
ing point is that on any given track, 
the 250cc class almost always posts 
the fastest lap times. Sometimes the 
125cc class is even faster than the 
500s. The reason for this is you can 
ride the smaller-engined bikes closer 
to their maximum potential speed. 
There are few, if any, riders in the 
world of motocross who can ride a 
500 class machine to its maximum. 

The actual differences in riding 
a 125, 250, or 500 machine are re- 
lated, almost directly, to their relative 
power. A 125cc racer is necessarily 
pipey and therefore must be kept 
high in the rev band all the time to 
keep momentum up. 125s are fun to 
ride because | can ride them just 
WFO all day without tiring. A 250 
machine might have the handling 
characteristics of a 125, but has 
much more torque to pull away from 
the corners quickly. A 250 can be 
ridden very fast in deep sand be- 
cause of the power band, where a 
125 is continually shifting to maintain 
revs. 125s and 250s go through the 
rough well because they have even 
power pulses and you can ride in a 
good rhythm with the terrain. 

The 500 bike is a monster all the 
way. They have gobs of horsepower 
to come out of corners, sand, mud, 
bear traps, whatever. They have too 
much power for most tracks, and the 
power gets you into trouble often. 
Through the rough a 500 class moto- 
crosser is a real handful because of 
the long, snorting power pulses 
which drive it along. It is hard to 
get into a comfortable rhythm as 
the bumps rush up before you can 
get set to absorb them. 

Personally, | have the most fun on 
a 125, but prefer to ride a 500 ma- 
chine in races. 125s are great to ride 
because you can berserk them. The 
thrill of hanging onto a 500 is on a 
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BIG DADDY RAT says: 
"Wear Your Colors” 





BIG DADDY RAT g_ 
3 
8 MAICO | 


BULTACO ` ; 
Z 327-x 325- 
3 


@ 


MIR 


нана 
RIGKMAN 5%% 


VW 
333-x 3295 
" 
2 
с WA 3d 
353-X 309 - 


SUPER COLOR T-SHIRTS . . . $4.50 ea. 
with high crew neck band and breast 
pocket - 100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL 
Colors: Navy - Yellow - Light Blue - Gold 
Lavender - Light Green - Peacock Blue. 
Design on both sides add.... $1.00 Ё 


Give 2nd and 3rd color choices. 


Visit Our Las Vegas Store! 
801 Main St. DR 


FREE Brochure send 
Daytona Bch, Fla. 






25c PP & Hdlg. 


RAT'S HOLE 


Orders Under $10.00 Add 50c For Postage 


ANOTHER QUALITY PRODUCT FROM 


WEBCO 


YAMAHA MX CYLINDER HEADS 


For 1973-74 Yamaha MX 250 and MX 360, 
plus 1974 250 and 360 enduros (will not fit 
1973 enduros). Both heads boost low range 
horsepower and torque from about 3,000 
rpm, and widen the power band up to its 
peak at 7500 rpm. Under heat stress, the 
Webco 360 head reduces engine tempera- 
ture approximately 35°F, and the Webco 
250 head drops temperature about 30°F. 


=2367-00 . . Webco MX 250 cyl. head $39.95 
22366-00 . . Webco MX 360 cyl. head $39.95 


Webco Catalog still only $1.00 
SOLD THROUGH AUTHORIZED M/C DEALERS ONLY 


YES WEBCO INC. 
№7 BOX 429 • VENICE, CAL. 90291 


When you're 
serious about car- 


buretion ... consider 


the LAKE INJECTOR. 


Increased horsepower 
Immediate starts 


Improved gas milage 
Available for 2 & 4 cycle 


eee. 
Marketed exclusively by 


INTERNATIONA 
ENGINEERING 
13240 NORTHRup wy 
bellevue Wa 98005 
206 746 5750 





CATALOG 


SHU RED WUV WEM 
YES CUL BIKES 1 


124 Page Catalog 
7 Assorted Stickers 
$ 1 OH T-Shirt Offer 
$ 3 for the complete 
pack postpaid 0 


усе Асет 


PLANDERS 


orb asadena Calılornıa 











пехсенеа Oval 





РО. Box 22970 
Pasadena, Са. 91105 











different level. Sort of like riding a 
dragon, and trying to keep it from 
turning around and biting you. 


WEIGHT SAVING TIP—Remove the 
security bolt(s) from your front wheel 
and install six small self-tapping 
screws in the rim to secure the tire. 
Stagger the screws three on each 
side. You can also remove one of the 
rim locks from the rear wheel and 
do the same thing. Saves a pound 
or so. 


HOT EYEBALLS?—Cut the ventilat- 
ing holes bigger in your goggles. 
Helps to improve circulation so your 
orbs will not seize from extreme heat. 


THUMBS RUBBED RAW?—If your 
handle grips are wearing out your 
thumbs, install a leather-covered 
foam “doughnut” on each grip. Avail- 
able at your local dealer. Also, wrap 
duct tape, or some-such, around the 
thumb if problem persists. 


GOT THEM TM-400 POGOSTICK 
BLUES?—Here’s a fork mod that 
may save your bod. Remove the 
damper units from the fork tubes. 
On the upper part of the alloy damp- 
er are some holes. Measure up Ya” 
from the existing holes, and drill one 
more hole #31 drill size in each 
damper. This will take some of the 
harshness away from the stock ride. 
On the rear, 5” Curnutt’s work best. 
Happy trails. 


GET A GRIP ON THINGS— You can 
improve your grip and your forearm 
strength by buying a tennis ball and 
squeezing it while you drive your 
vehicle. The forearm group of mus- 
cles (running from your elbow to the 
outside of your wrist) is one of the 
most important muscle groups in a 
motocrosser’s body. Squeeze the 
tennis ball flat, bottom it out, until 


you can’t do it any longer with one 


hand, then switch to the other hand 
and repeat. In one week you will 
have improved the strength in the 
forearm group, noticeably. 

How do | know it works? Easy— 
Billy Jean King builds up her tennis 
grip by squeezing a CZ clutch lever. 


OK, | am now open for business. 
If you have any questions concern- 
ing motocross, riding technique, sus- 
pension, physical training for the 
circuit, etc., etc., | will be happy to 
hear from you. | would like to hear 
from any Powder Puff riders out there 
in Motocross land, too. If | get a 
bunch of letters on any one subject, 
say, proper use of the front brake, 
or how to ride a berm, | will do a 
whole article on that subject to an- 
swer questions in depth. 

—Russ Darnell 
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PROBLEM SOLVERS: 





No Tool Box? Use our handy Cross Brace 
Bag. Mounts on handlebar crossbrace, on 
or off in three seconds. Velcro ® straps 
hold securely, prevent rattles. No snaps 
or buckles to fool with or break. Has 


three compartments to carry everything 
you need. Waterproof and durable. $6.95 
postpaid. 


SPENDING 
BIG BUCKS 


E! replacing chains and 
Í sprockets too soon? We 
sincerely believe our 
Chainlube Mix will 
double the life of your 
4 chain. Users agree. It 
contains both moly and Teflon &, you add 
oil after reading informative Chainlube Hand- 
book which comes in the package. Try an 
8-0z batch for $2.95 postpaid. Moneyback 
guarantee of satisfaction. 








Tired of seal problems, 
drooling forks? 


RAP-ON 
FORK COVERS 


solve the problem. In- 
stall in 5 minutes with- 
out taking fork apart. 
Durable protection 
* keeps oil in, dirt out. 
For forks with internal 
springs, also Maico. 
, Seais last up to three 
years or more. 


dise 


Maico is ; $6. 50 








$5.50 postpaid 
50 
NEW OR FREE 
CATALOG With Any 
Order! 


OK. Send items marked on ad or listed on 
separate sheet to: 


Name 





Street ——  — — cc 








City State Zip 

My bike is: Make 

Model Year 

THE DIRT RIDER 

P.O. Box 26705 DR2 рат 
Tucson, AZ 85726 [RIDER 
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Public lands 
belong to all 


of US, 


(Ride thoughtfully.) 


Protect your right to ride by proving 
that good cyclists make good citizens. 
Your Motorcycle Industry Council is 
working hard to preserve the cyclist's fair x 
share of U.S. public lands. But excessive М 
noise, or abuse of terrain, can still cost 
P us alot of ground. Remember, these 
lands are your lands. Use, 


- don't abuse, your right to ride. 3 





WORLD'S LARGEST STOCK OF 
YAMAHA PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


Now! Mail order service for 
genuine Yamaha parts. and 
accessories. 24 hour service 
from one of the world's larg- 
est Yamaha dealers. 

If we don't have it, it ain't!- 


Send 50c for our accessory catalogue and list 
of genuine Yamaha parts and service manuals 
available. Rush shipped same day order is 
received. Includes all Yamaha models, street 
and dirt, back to 1961 bikes. 


INC hs РАК IMC 


INTERNATIONAL M/C INC. 

7233 Canoga Ave., Dept. DR 

Canoga Park, Calif. 91303 
(213) 346-0900 


MAIL ORDER 


PARTS/ACCESSORIES/SERVICE 


Porting, Boring, Tanks, Fenders, 
Pipes, Shocks, Teflon Cables 
Seat Covers 


FOR OSSA—DKW—CZ 


Bing, Mikuni, and 
IRZ Carbs, Akront Rims, 
Reed Valves, Full Bore Accessories 


SEND $.50 WITH YEAR, MODEL AND SIZE 
FOR PARTS AND ACCESSORY CATALOG 


NELSON'S M/C 
2362 Third Street 
Riverside, Calif. 92507 
(714) 686-3383 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANICS 
TRAINING 
EARNINGS 
$7,000 - $15,000 


YEARLY 


Home study and residence training avail- 
able on all types of motorcycles. For Infor- 
mation write: 


STUDENT DIVISION 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
P.O. Box 2628 Daytona Beach; Fla. 32015 
904/255- 0295 DE T. DR 
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the place when all they have to their 
name is a single Chevy LUV truck?” 
| must get 30 letters a day asking 
that very question. Well, kids, | have 
patented a way to get three motor- 
cycles and assorted tools, shocks, 
springs, lubes, oils, gas cans, cam- 
eras, leathers, jerseys, boots, Barbour 
jackets, boxes of Nilla Wafers; a 
pound of Wisconsin cheddar, a six- 
pack of V-8 juice, and two muttering 
magazine editors hither and yon... 
and still have enough room to 
change radio stations. 

Pictured here are three test bikes 
from this very issue. Note how ! 
have cleverly tied the one in the 
middle, the YZ250. By securing the 
bars to the tailgate, the tailgate 
stays up. And if the tailgate stays 
up, the bike won't fall out. Sounds 
improbable, but it works. Owners of 
J-trucks like mine should revel at 
my discovery. Instead, send me a 
dollar each time you use the trick. 
It’s only fair. 

One secret to successful tie-down- 
ing is to buy good tie-downs. l've 
been through many different brands, 
and now swear by the red&white& 
blue ones from Circle Industries. 
Four-star recommendation. Yamaha 
and Hi-Point have similar tie-downs 
in their own motifs. Ancra also has 
some good ones nowadays, the kind 
that say "press" on the metal part. 
(1 had an early model of Ancras 
| bought in an emergency. Boy, were 
they dumb.) 

By the way, | could have fitted a 
fourth bike, the YZ125, on here by 
putting it lenghthwise on the tailgate 
Fortunately for my truck—not to 
mention whoever tailgates me at the 
wrong moment on Topanga Canyon 
Blvd.—the 125 called in sick with a 


leaky fork leg. David Swift 








EXPERTS 


Triumph Suzuki 
of Pomona 


1090 E. Holt Ave. Pomona, Calif. 91767 
(714) 623-4431 
Featuring JH-Cleansweep pipes 
Used by 


Rex Staten, Jim Fishback, Jim Hoover 
and most of the U.S. CZ racing team 


plus Engines by Chenda Lelek 


Rebuilding and custom porting by a real 
expert. 25 years in the CZ factory. He 
knows his stuff!! 


Fast Mail Order Service 
Motorcycles, parts, accessories 


NEW TOLL-FREE CYCLE PARTS SERVICE 


+ West Coast Savings! 
Crer) • Call from anywhere in the U.S. except 
ќе} California Orders filled within 24 hours 
* Call weekdays 8 A.M. - 6 P.M., Sat. to 5, 
CALL Pacific Standard Time 
[o] 717388 * BankAmericard & Master Charge accepted 
800 ALLYN'S Honda/Kawasaki 
423-5662 958 North Maclay, San Fernando, California 
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The United Way 





DIG DIRT 


With a MEGA CYCLE CAM 
for your 
HONDA XL-250 
Hard-Faced High Performance Cam 
$37.50 Exchange 


MEGA CYCLE CAMS 
20 Mark Dr., San Rafael, Ca. 94903 


DR 


EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS 


& PATCHES 
Your design custom made. 10 to 


1,000’s. Free information. 
Write to: 











: RUSSELL 
1109G Turner Street 
Aüburn, Maine 04210 


FOR PENTON'S & HUSQVARNA'S 
IT'S SCUDERIA 
We have, in stock, all models of Husqvarnas 
and Pentons and 10096 parts for them. Mail 
orders for parts is our specialty. Orders will 


be shipped C.O.D. Sorry, no catalogue avail- 
able. Fastest service on the west coast. 
Same day delivery. 
SCUDERIA 

213) 542-1695 REDONDO BEACH. CA 90278 


2419 ARTESIA BLVD. 





WE MAIL ORDER 


Motorcycles 
Parts 
Accessories 


$ 


JAWA-CZ-KAWASAKI 


ORDER YOUR (7 
From The No. 1 U.S. 


CZ Dealer In 1972 


FREE TRANSISTOR 
IGNITION 


Buy Your New CZ 
Already Set Up 
With Special Goodies 
FREE SHIPPING 
By truck anywhere in the 
USA serviced by 
commercial carriers. 


907 DISCOUNT 


Extras Send For 





On 


Details On Super Package 
Deal with The Purchase 


Of A New @ 


JAWA DT500 SPEEDWAY 


Buy Your Speedway Bike 
Already Equipped with 22” 
Rear Wheel and Desired 
Gearing At No Extra Charge! 
Call Or Write For 
Information. This offer for a 
limited time only. 


SOUTH BAY SPECIALS 


For Most Makes Of Bikes 
*Sunburst Heads 
*Teflon Control Cables 
*Plastic Fuel Tanks 
* Unbreakable Plastic 
‚ Fenders-like Originals 
*Reed Valve Units 
*Mikuni And Bing 
Carburetors 
*Barum Motocross 
Desert, and Trials Tires 
* Alloy Skid Plates 
*Motocross Handlebars 
*Genuine CZ Chain 
Used by Factory Teams 
*Quality Pigskin 
Gloves 
*Racing Jerseys 


WRITE FOR 2001 

FREE BROCHURE Artesia Blvd. 

Redondo 
Beach, 
Calif. 
90278 
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‘Accessories 


For Dirt Bikes” 
(213) 379-3344 
(213) 772-1647 
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Fast Track to a Cool Job! 
A TRAIN AT НОМЕ TO BE A 


Motorcycle Mechanic 


If you like to ride a eyele 
for fun...learn how to fix 
it for profit! Can you imagine 
a better way to earn your 
living? And to make it even 
better, the pay is great — 
whether vou choose to 
work in a cycle shop for 
someone else or decide to 
start your own cycle repair 
business. Now, thanks to 
orth American, there's a 
‚easy way to get the training you 
. at home in your spare time. 
? ^d to quit school or your job. 
Experts show you step-by-step every- 
thing from minor tune-ups to major 
overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
.AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 3 million cycles registered 
in the U.S, today. Plus an estimated 3 million 
more dirt bikes. But, there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them, 
(Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor- 
cycles!) No wonder career Opportunities are so 
great...and getting better every day. The door 
is open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE 
"Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit." 


SPECIAL CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INTRUMENTS 
INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! 

Professional tools plus your North American '*know 
245) һом” turn you into a skilled mechanic. We teach 
you how to use wrenches, sockets, impact screw. 
p drivers, timing lights, electrical test instruments, 
compression gauges, vacuum gauges, degree wheels 
soldering irons, ignition wrench sets. dial indicators 
and much, much more! We even include a set of 
special cycle tools and instruments to get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send for 
FREE “Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.'' No cost. 
no obligation . now or ever! Rush coupon today 











rc reers by Home Study Н 
1 NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 4 
1 4500 Campus Drive. DeptFG 01 4Newport Beach. CA 92663 І 
1 Rush FREE “CAREER KIT” on how | can become an Ë 
1 expert motorcycle mechanic. ' 
T NAME U A A D A - 
! ADDRESS E" = — А 
LEN SE a ee 


CATALOG! 


From America's Leading Motorcycle Mail- 
Order Specialists! Thousands of items for 
cycle and rider. Speed Equipment, Tools, 
Custom Accessories, Riding Apparel. Fast 
Delivery. Low Prices. Catalog is FREE! Mail 
Today! RACECRAFTERS INTERNATIONAL/ 
7916 Sunset Blvd./Hollywood, CA 90046 


s ыш шш иш шш шыш шш юш ыш БЕН шш БЕН ES БЫН ma E 
RACECRAFTERS INTERNATIONAL 
7916 Sunset Blvd./Hollywood, CA 90046 


Name 
Address 
City 








State Zip 
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Noted frizzi-haired science fan Albert Einstein once 
said, “Time and space dilation become important 
concerns as speed approaches the velocity of light." 
Gary Hymes proves it by almost passing himself on 
a Can-Am. Photo by David Swift, who shoots faster 
than he can wind. It’s all relative. 





>> د ا 


FREE MONEY! All you have to do is send us a free 
photograph. Make it a unique one and $15 is yours 
gratis. Send to Motograph, DIRT RIDER Magazine, 
7950 Deering Avenue, Canoga Park, California 91304. 
You’re welcome. 


م 
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IRON-ON TRANSFERS — $1.00, T-SHIRTS — $3.00 


BRILLIANT MULTI-COLORS, PLASTISOL INKS WON'T CHIP, PEEL, FADE OR CRACK. 








1—AJS 2—BMW 3-MAICO 5—JAWA 6—DUCATI 





9—YAMAHA 12-С2 13—BULTACO 


L THE Way 
Mt у 





19—HONDA 


15—OSSA 


16-SUZUKI 





21—GREEVES 


WA — 


ftlontesa 


27—MONTESA 





31—CHOPPER 


PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT 




















Dept DR 
NAME SPECIFY DESIGNS BY MAKE AND NUMBER. 
IF ORDERING SHIRTS BE SURE TO SPECI- 
ADDRESS 
FY SIZE. ALLOW 30 DAYS FOR SHIPMENT. 
тҮ ——=———————=— STATE ZIP CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 5% TAX. NO 
enie | — | mm C.O.D.'s. PLEASE ENCLOSE CHECK OR 
quantity sizes designs MONEY ORDER WITH ORDER. 
SHIP... TRANSFERS ч 
suan ty designs DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 





ORDER FROM, AND MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 
CYCLE SHIRT SHOP, SUITE 200 — 15840 VENTURA BOULEVARD — ENCINO, CA., 91316 
































